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USG election results invalidated by at least nine ineligible voters

JULIAN TINEO | THE TICKER

At least 30 election results from the Baruch College USG elections were invalidated on May 7 due to certain graduate students and faculty casting their votes in an election they were not supposed to vote in.
BY ANDREW MARZULLO

SPORTS EDITOR

The Office of Student Life confirmed on May 7 that there will be a second election for all representative senators, Student Media Council and Faculty/Student Disciplinary Committee positions due to the participation of ineligible voters in this year’s Undergraduate Student Government election.
Polling for these positions will take place May 13-15.
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Tennis, baseball, volleyball clinch CUNYAC titles
BY FELIX MALAMUD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In less than three weeks, the Baruch Bearcats let it be known to the rest of the CUNY Athletic Conference that
the road to the title went through them.
The Bearcats clinched three CUNYAC titles in that span, with the men's baseball, tennis and volleyball teams
winning conference titles and punching tickets to the 2019 NCAA Tournament in their respective sports.
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LETTERS FROM THE TICKER EDITORS
Graduating members of The Ticker's executive board impart their thoughts to the
student population and what they learned working four years at a newspaper.

From the Editor-in-Chief....

I

t’s been said before, but I’ll say it again: Saying goodbye is the most
difficult thing you can do.
As the semester comes to a close, I’m hit with feelings of gratitude,
bewilderment, fear, courage, pride and everything in between.

YELENA DZHANOVA'S FAREWELL CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Blue Notes shine in CUNY-wide, year-end showcase
BY MAY KHIN

From the Managing Editor...

The Blue Notes held their Spring 2019 Showcase in Baruch College’s Engelman Recital Hall on May 7, which
featured Mass Transit, Hawkappella and Macaulay Triplets.
This year’s theme was “A Journey of Stars” and there were 14 performances by the Blue Notes, which also
included solos from the group’s members.

lot of you know me, even if you don’t think you do. I’ve written
over 100 articles for this newspaper, assigned hundreds of stories
and edited an immeasurable amount more — if you’ve read The
Ticker in the last four years, you know me, even if I’ve never spoken to
you this directly before.

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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OPINIONS

Sustainability groups need to step up in organization

A

VICTORIA MERLINO'S FAREWELL CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

From the Business Manager...

W

s you walk up the stairs that lead to Baruch College’s second-floor lobby, statements like “Go green! Take
the stairs” jump out at you. These statements, a sign of Baruch trying to promote sustainability and the
environment are plastered on each step in sticker form, proudly boasting the Environmental Cooperation
Organization club’s logo.

hen you spend enough time at The Ticker it’s inevitable that
someone asks, “How did you join?”
To steal the words of incoming Ticker Editor-in-Chief Andrew Marzullo, “I walked in here one day and never left.” But there’s a
reason I never left over the last four years.
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USG election results invalidated by at least nine ineligible voters, 30 candidates affected
The Office of Student Life confirmed on May 7 that there will be a second election for all representative senators, Student Media Council and Faculty/Student
Disciplinary Committee positions due to the participation of ineligible voters in this year’s Undergraduate Student Government election.
Polling for these positions will take place May 13-15.

Annmarie Gajdos,
POP! Representative Senator
I was shocked by the news that
there were mistakes made by the
outside vendor used for the 2019
USG elections. It was disappointing to hear that certain candidates
like myself would have to run again,
especially at a time during which
many students are focused on
studying for final exams.
My main concern is that voter
turnout will be low due to students’
busy schedules at the end of the semester.
Jerry Li,
Imagine Representative Senator
Personally, I feel like they
messed up 9 votes, they should just
track down the 9 votes and remove
it from the ballot counts instead of
paying $12,000 for a complete recount. Additionally, in the recount,
it is during finals week so there will
be significantly less voters. I am
actually really worried about not
being able to win again because of
such issues. I think it is unfair.
Since I was only one of the four
people in my party that won for
Rep. Sen, I believe, I feel like it is
beneficial for the rest of the party
to have another chance at winning
along with certain people from POP.
Overall, I’m just worried that I’m
not going to able to win again.
Oh, and also they are not allowing us to campaign too. Which, as
a result, limits us to social media
only.
Noah Epstein,
POP! Representative Senator
It’s a little inconvenient that it is
happening before finals as well as
right towards the end of the year. So
it can be a bit stressful. I think it is a
bit irresponsible on whoever’s fault
it is. I can’t predict the outcome, but
I respect whatever outcome it will
be.
Carl Rubio,
Imagine Student Media Counsel
To be honest I’m indifferent
about it right now and I’m not really caught up with everything that
happened.
Conor Mullan,
Imagine Representative Senator
I am incredibly disappointed by
the carelessness of Honest Ballots.
It is a shame that this much money
was wasted.
Taji Sanders,
POP! Representative Senator
Personally, I always to intended
to be a part of USG win or lose, but
this is a second chance for me to be
elected. I am sad for those that ran

and won, and I urge them to keep
trying to get elected. Win or lose, if
you have a mission, make sure to
stay involved with USG so your vision can come true.
Karina Chiqui,
POP! Disciplinary Committee
After the unofficial results came
out and I was informed that I had
been elected for my position, it was
an amazing feeling to know that our
team’s hard work had paid off and
I was super excited to serve the Baruch community next year.
However, after finding out that
re-elections were called for, it was
difficult coming to terms as to how
this situation could happen — especially considering the fact that a
professional team was hired to ensure voter fraud would not occur.

What issues with voting
did you face during the
recent USG election?
Maybe if the
lines weren’t so long, I
would have voted.
— Kamila Lukyanova

Robert A. Da Rita,
USG Chair of Philanthropy
Hearing that there has to be a
re-election for certain positions was
tough. Election season and campaigning can be stressful and nerve
recking for some, and thinking
about my fellow POP! teammates
having to go through the election
process again is something I never
expected would happen.
With such little time for POP!
to get its name out again for reelections and with finals approaching around the corner, I have some
concerns about voter turnout, but I
am hoping for the best for the team
and hoping for the best for USG in
the future.
Kamila Lukyanova,
International Business
Maybe if the lines weren’t so
long, I would have voted.
Nicole Pung,
USG Chair of Marketing
The most confusing part about
the whole thing was the sign in. The
company wanted us on two different lines: one to swipe and then another to wait and vote.
I really thought it would be so
much simpler if they had kept everyone on one line and given them
their voter card when they reached
the front.
Jeremy Berman,
Imagine President
The news regarding unauthorized voters during our student elections is extremely unfortunate.
However, we are pleased to
know that the Baruch administration has taken the appropriate
steps to address and to remedy the
situation through having a runoff
election for the positions affected.
We wish good luck to all of the

Irine Thomas,
POP! Representative Senator
It kinda sucks that re-election is
happening right before finals week.
But, on the bright side, it is another
way to regroup with my POP! family and get as many POP! members in USG as possible. We are all
passionate people from different
backgrounds and experiences and
it would be great to have such a diverse USG team.
Sara Fox,
Finance
There was an issue where we
had to sign in first and then go on
line, but there was no clear line to
indicate that you had to sign up
first before you can vote, so a lot of
people waited in line to vote and
then they found out once they got
to the front that they had to sign up,
so it was a whole process that took
double the time.
And I waited on line for about 25
minutes.
I work, I have a full course load
and I’m involved in a few activities on campus, so I don’t have too
much free time. So, it was really difficult to find time to vote. I actually
wasted my lunch time.
I officially got to vote. I think the
problem was there weren’t enough
computers.
There were only 6 so you were
kind of pressed for time and you

couldn’t really look through the
candidates. You just had to pick
and choose.
Emilia Kacperak,
Marketing
It was a short line but it took
forever. I went when it wasn’t club
hours and there was about six or
seven people in front of me and I
still waited about 20, 25 minutes,
which was surprising because it
was on machines. It was quicker
when we had paper votes.
Aaron D’Souza,
POP! Representative Senator
The voting process was confusing and the organization who hosted the polls was unprofessional.
Firstly, their line system was confusing. Students had to wait in line
to get a voting ticket and then another line to actually vote. Then the
electronic votes occasionally would
not process but staff would tell students it was okay if they did not
receive a “success” indicator at the
end. The staff was unfriendly and
did not accept help from current
USG members offering to help sort
the line or at the very least bring
signs down to inform students of
the two different lines.
The unprofessionalism also
surfaced with the staff not checking for graduate or faculty ID’s
which would have prevented

the current situation.
Emma Jorgensen,
USG Executive Vice President
I do not like that people have to
re-run, especially because the elections were contested only after the
results came out. I understand that
people are making the argument
that it was contested in order to
be ‘fair.’ I personally think that the
argument that anyone was contesting the elections out of 'fairness' is
hypocritical. Nothing is fair about
withholding information.
I understand there was speculation about if there actually were
issues with the voting, but all of it
should have been addressed before
the results came out. We were all
on the 2nd floor for hours waiting
for the results. Everyone was talking but nobody spoke about seeing graduate students and faculty
members voting.
If anybody thought it was the
right thing to report it, they would
have contested the election right
after the incident.
Justin Broomfield
USG Chair of Finance
There’s so much that the average Baruch student doesn’t know
about information being withheld.
If you put the pieces together, it appears as if the elections were rigged
for this to happen.
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USG election results invalidated by at least nine ineligible voters
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Nine ineligible voters, comprising of graduate students and faculty
members, participated in the election, which was held April 16-18.
Only undergraduate students are
eligible to vote in USG elections.
Honest Ballot, the polling service contracted to tally the election, scanned the EMPLIDs of all
voters and tallied the initial results.
According to Associate Director of
Student Life Operations and Student Election Review Committee
Chair Savanna Ramsey, Honest
Ballot was prepped on how to differentiate student and faculty IDs,
yet didn’t remove them from the
initial results.
Approximately 30 positions
that were decided by an eight-vote
margin will be voted on again in
the upcoming election, according
to Aaron D’Souza, a candidate for
representative senator in this year’s
election.
Candidates are not allowed to
campaign for the reelection, but
are allowed to promote themselves
through social media and word of
mouth.
“Elections have to be completed
by April 30,” said Ramsey.
“If they're not, then we have to
petition to CUNY Central to get an
extension. And so I worked with
general counsel there, told them
the situation and then we had to
ask for an extension. With the extension, it was literally just to have
the reelection. And so it's that we
have to announce that there will
be an election happening, which
an email will go out shortly ... to all
undergraduate student body letting them know that the dates of
the election is happening ,” Ramsey
added.
Ramsey said she was tipped off
about certain election issues when
she received an email on April 30

from an undisclosed person, whom
The Ticker confirmed was Rohit
Matthew, a representative senator with Imagine Baruch. Ramsey
declined to disclose who sent the
email, but an anonymous Imagine
Baruch member confirmed it was
Matthew and sent a copy to The
Ticker.
The letter was signed by various
members of Imagine Baruch and
disclosed issues they had with the
electronic voting system.
“While I was voting, I was
bought [sic] to an error page after
clicking the green button at the bottom of the electronic ballot, saying
an error that my ballot had already
been cast even though it was my
first time voting,” the letter read in
part.
An Honest Ballot representative
confirmed that the student was “all
set” but the student was still concerned because they didn’t receive
a “success” message like other voters.
“We did exactly what we were
supposed to do,” said Paula Waskover, an election manager with
Honest Ballot. A “few more than
100” paper ballots were given out
to students and all of the paper ballots were counted, Waskover said,
which may mean that the nine students who got through were tagged
as eligible.
Ramsey said that nobody is ever
turned away from voting, but if
their EMPLID is deemed ineligible,
they get a paper ballot to conduct
their vote and that vote goes into
another tally that doesn’t count
toward the official results until it'
been verfied.
Waskover further told The Ticker
that Honest Ballot was responsible
for supplying the voting machines,
but Baruch supplied the “student
registry.”
“In our [Baruch ID card] swipe
database, there were nine individ-
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Due to nine ineligible votes, 30 positions need to go through re-election, which can potentially result in different winners.
uals,” said Ramsey regarding the
discovery of ineligible voters. “It
doesn't say that they voted but we
can't prove that they didn't vote,
and because of that the elections
were contested.”
Ramsey said that Honest Ballot
was paid $6,650 on the first day of
the election to conduct the election and tally initial results. USG’s
budget includes a line for elections
containing $9,000, from which the
$6,650 for this year’s election came.
The rest of the money in that line
will go toward paying for the reelection.
An undisclosed polling company will moderate the reelection,
which will cost $12,000, according
to Ramsey. USG President Radhika
Kalani said that USG will move
funds around to accommodate
the rest of the cost for the reelec-

tion, but isn’t sure which lines will
supplement the rest of the balance.
“I think that it's a hard situation
for everyone that's involved, but I
think it's important to have integrity,” said Ramsey.
“We bring in a third party with
the expectation that a third party
is not biased and that they would
make sure that the guidelines that
are set are being followed. This is
a situation where, based on the
data, that might not have been the
full case. I do think that it's tough
for the students who ran already
and that received their unofficial
results. I think it's kind of tough to
hear that, but I do believe that we're
doing the right thing.”
Noah Epstein, who ran for representative senator with POP! and
was on the table this past semester
in the same position, lost initially

when the unofficial results came
out.
“It’s a little inconvenient that it
is happening before finals as well as
right towards the end of the year,”
Epstein said. “So it can be a bit
stressful. I think it is a bit irresponsible on whoever’s fault it is. I can’t
predict the outcome, but I respect
whatever outcome it will be.”
Other students turned to OSL
with concerns about the election
during spring break. One Imagine
Baruch candidate for Student Media Council who didn’t win one of
the three open seats told The Ticker
that a candidate who had dropped
out still had her name on the ballot
and won the seat even though she
wasn’t in the running.
This issue, according to Ramsey,
will also be addressed during the
reelection.

Candidate dropped out, ended up winning Media Council anyways
BY VICTORIA MERLINO

MANAGING EDITOR

Before voting even started, the
ballots for the Baruch College Undergraduate Student Government
race were destined for contention.
The Office of Student Life confirmed to The Ticker that a student
who had dropped out of the race
still found herself on the ballot on
election day. Mona Jiang, a Student Media Council candidate from
POP!, received 500 votes in the election, according to the unofficial results released by OSL, beating out
three candidates who were still in
the running.
The two candidates below her,
Imagine Baruch’s Carl Rubio and
Morris Matalon, received 466 and
465 votes respectively, separated by
only one vote. Jiang’s two POP! counterparts also running for the position
received more votes than her, taking
two of the council’s three slots.
Director of Student Life Damali Smith told The Ticker Jiang
was still featured on the ballot because they were printed before she
had dropped out of the race. POP!
presidential candidate and current
President-elect Dakshatha Daggala
confirmed that Jiang had dropped
out of the race before campaigning
started in March. Jiang could not be
reached for comment.
OSL was not able to verify the
election for the Student Media
Council positions, discovering that
graduate students and faculty members voted in the undergraduate
election. Subsequently, a vote for
the three positions will have to occur again on May 13 through May
15. Savanna Ramsey, associate director of Student Life operations,
told The Ticker Jiang would not be
on the ballot again.
Additional reporting by Yelena
Dzhanova.

HEATHER SHAH | THE TICKER
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Blue Notes perform final show with other CUNY acapella groups
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The Blue Notes, Baruch’s acapella group, started off the show
with “Hallelujah” by Leonard Cohen and featured soloists Ben Klein
and Ariana Sher.
The following performances
ranged from gospel to the latest
songs by Meghan Trainor and John
Legend. There were also arrangements made by three members,
and the music director chose the
song selection.
The group ended the first half of
their performance with Destiny’s
Child’s “Bills, Bills, Bills,” which featured the soloists, Rebecca Dhala,
Gabriella Kalil and Joy Ling, who is
the president and musical director
of Blue Notes.
The second half featured the
Blue Notes solos, which ranged
from Ed Sheeran to Beyonce and
even Bollywood.
Dhala, vice president of Blue
Notes sang a solo mash up of “Scars
to Your Beautiful” from Alessia
Cara with Bollywood song “Tu
Naa Jaane Aas Paas Hai Khuda” by
Rahat Fateh Ali Khan to illustrate
how two cultures and languages
can blen together for creative music.
“The song talks about how you
don’t know it but God is all around
you, so I feel like it was a similar
message: have confidence, basically,” said Dhala. “Through my journey at Baruch, I’ve grown so much
and through that growth, I learned
to be confident, not only in myself
but in the things I do.”
Among the Blue Notes solos,
there were only two songs that were
performed in a different language;
the first one was “A Faraway Song”
by Xijun Liu and the mash up by
Dhala.
Both performances celebrated
diversity and how music can touch
one’s heart no matter what lan-

guage it was sung in.
After the solos, the club honored the graduating seniors who
have been a part of the family by
giving out stars to each graduating member to go along with the
theme.
Hawkappella from Hunter College performed “Colors of the
Wind” by Judy Kuhn and “New
Rules” by Dua Lipa. “It is good timing because our concert is next
week so it’s just doubling up on
rehearsals” said “Colors of Wind”
soloist Liezel Gamboa.
“I am super stoked, everything
went really well. Just want to thank
the Blue Notes for inviting us
over and we love performing with
them.”
The Macaulay Triplets took over
after Hawkappella, with “Dog Days
are Over” by the band Florence
and the Machine and “Lose My
Cool” by Amber Mark.
Devashish Basnet from Hunter,
who is a part of the Macaulay Triplets, said he is really sad to see the
seniors from the group leaving.
He expressed how one voice
matters so much in terms of
acapella, because there is no other
music accompaniment.
“It’s a lot of individual and independence like you have to hold
yourself accountable when you are
rehearsing with the music,” said
Basnet. “Otherwise you’ll be letting
down the whole group. It really is a
team effort.”
Allyson Golden, who is also a
part of the Macaulay Triplets but
attends John Jay College, pointed
out how communication or just
meeting up for rehearsals is difficult because everyone goes to a
different college.
“All of us goes to different CUNY
schools, so we are not at the same
school on the same campus, so it
takes a lot of dedication and coordination on the part of our leaders
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and on the part of us as members,”
Golden said. “It takes a lot of time
and commitment for us.”
“We’d just like to thank the Blue
Notes for consistently being great
partnership,” said Golden. “And a
group that we can always rely on
to have really fun collaborations
with.”
Ling shared that she is satisfied
with the turnout and overall experience this year.
“We just try to have positive
energy beforehand and into the
performances so hopefully the
audience reciprocates,” said Ling.
“We just hope that we can continue spreading music on campus
and having more opportunities
and more growth and that our current members feel that they can

really grow as leaders and musicians in the group.”
Finance major and freshman
Jerry Wang who was in the audience shared his thoughts about the
showcase.
He said he believed that showcasing not just Baruch but other
acapella groups from different
schools was “very nice, deliberate
exposure” for the Baruch community, since it is a business school.
“In terms of actual quality of the
music arrangement, I was pretty
impressed because a lot of songs
were arranged by each individual
student, that was really cool and I
didn’t expect that out of a business
school,” said Wang.
“I hope that in the long run,
the arts at Baruch can shine and

gain more luminosity and attraction from students. I wish people
can gain a different appreciation
for the arts.”
Senior Laina Tzanides who
is graduating soon shared her
thoughts on her last showcase.
“It’s a bittersweet moment. I am
feeling relieved that the show went
as well as it did but at the same
time, it’s sad to realize that this is
the last performance I’ll be a part of
at this particular theater with these
particular people,” said Tzanides.
“It’s sad to say goodbye, but I
am thoroughly blessed to be a part
of it.”
Editor's Note: Members of Blue
Notes Joy Ling and Martin Hsu are
The Ticker's web editors.

'Pay it Forward' fundraises for She's the
Encounters Magazine
hosts 'Game of Thrones' First with nail polish and baked goods
themed photoshop event
BY YASMINE MOHAMED

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

BY SHAHRAM RAHMAN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch College’s Encounters
Magazine hosted a “Game of
Thrones Workshop” during club
hours on May 7 to show beginner
photoshop users how to use the
program to put themselves into
scenes of the show.
Encounters Magazine has a
partnership with Adobe through
Creative Cloud, making this workshop sponsored by both of the organizations. The reason for hosting this workshop was to “promote
Game of Thrones and strengthen
our relationship with Adobe,” according to David Betancur, the
marketing director for the magazine and a freshman majoring in
marketing.
This partnership has been “super successful so far,” Encounters’
Managing Editor Britt Molloy said.
Molloy said that the magazine
tries its best to promote Adobe and
in return, the multimedia company has been “on top of giving
us themes for our events,” which
is good because “we definitely use
their products a lot.”
For those who aren’t familiar
with the show, Game of Thrones
is a drama series that depicts two
powerful families playing a deadly
game of control for multiple kingdoms and the throne. With this
workshop specifically, Encounters
was “giving students at Baruch access to Adobe products using free
trials,” Betancur said. “With these
free trials, they have access to Adobe products.”
It is with these products that
Betancur and the rest of the staff

allowed event attendees to create
either Game of Thrones-related
memes or their own family “sigils,”
which exist in the GOT.
In addition, students also used
Photoshop to edit themselves into
a scene of the show, so they could
appear to be with their favorite
characters.
“I think it’s really cool from a
historical perspective,” Molloy
said of the show. “I feel like, for me
personally, I’m really into shows
that have to do with like parallels
to history. It kind of, like, puts a
little jazz of magic in fantasy, so it’s
really interesting to see how they
diverge from history and go more
into fantasy.”
The magazine’s staff said that
Adobe Photoshop has been proven to be pretty useful, a sentiment
which Molloy also holds.
“You could really use each of
the programs — Lightroom, Photoshop, etcetera — independently,
but they also have a lot of layover
and overlap between all of them,”
Molloy said. “The Adobe Creative
Suite in general is super useful for
projects where there are graphics, typing stuff out, etcetera. It’s
definitely useful for a number of
classes.”
If Baruch students are interested in working with Adobe products, such as Photoshop, Adobe
offers discounted plans for college students. Baruch also offers
all Creative Cloud applications for
free at the desktops in the library.
“[Encounters] hopes to continue working with Adobe in the
future,” Betancur said, implying it
is the backbone to the production
of their magazines.

Baruch College’s chapter of
She’s the First assembled on May
7 to fight against girls’ education
inequality by hosting a fundraising
carnival on the second-floor lobby.
The club’s last event of the semester, “Pay it Forward,” included
baked treats, henna, raffles and
nail painting.
She’s the First serves to support
girls who will be the first in their
families to graduate high school
and train students everywhere to
be global leaders. They strive to
provide young girls with education, mentorship and global leadership training.
The club members remained
at the second-floor lobby for four
hours, seeking to promote the
club’s goals and sell their baked
goods and services.
The henna and nail polishing
station were especially popular.
Baruch students also lined up to
spin the prize wheel and win a
prize. Girls around the world face
numerous barriers to education.
These obstacles include poverty,
long and dangerous routes to
school, higher costs of higher education levels and early marriage
traditions.
Although a substantial amount
of progress has been made in girls’
education and gender equality
since 2000, an estimated 98 million
girls worldwide still remain out of
secondary school, according to the
club. She’s the First President, Anastasia Krasilnikova, explained the
mission of the event as a fundraiser
for international female education
efforts.
“Every dollar we will raise at
this event will go towards the goal
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of helping girls in low-income
countries graduate high school,”
she said. “We send money to the
non-profit, which provides teachers, education, transportation
[and] textbooks to these girls. Anything that we are privileged to have
here in New York City, that other
women would literally die for.”
The impact of higher education
has been shown to bring about
increased economic success for
women.
She’s the First’s website states
that with every year of schooling,
a woman ends up making 20-percent more than she would prior.
She is also less likely to marry
early, increasing the chances of a
healthy relationship.
An educated woman also usually ends up having fewer, healthier children and she is even more
likely to have a large positive impact on her community and the
world at large.
The club has been reaching it’s
set goals so far, as Krasilnikova reports, “We’re doing great! Our goal

for the whole year was $400, which
is enough to support one girl. We
have already made $900, so we are
raising much more than expected,
enough to support two girls!”
The donations reach girls in a
number of different parts of the
world, including Ethiopia, India,
Nepal, Peru, Tanzania, The Gambia as well as the United States.
Sorena Fabre, a member of
She’s the First’s creative committee, expressed her goal as a member of the club.
“We are trying to get people
engaged in She’s the First to help
them learn about what we have to
offer and to help us raise money for
the cause,” Fabre said.
Baruch students seemed to be
interested in the cause. Clifford
Lalanne expressed his appreciation for the club’s goals.
“I did not realize how many
girls around the world are not able
to have access to education. We
take everything we have for granted here. We are so privileged to be
able to be here,” he said.
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USG's last event 'Great Artists Steal' celebrate student artwork
BY SHERON VIRANI

COPY EDITOR

The Undergraduate Student
Government for 2018-2019 ended
the year with the event “Great Artists Steal.”
USG’s final event of the year
showcased the artistic talent of
Baruch students and brought together various artists from across
the school for stellar performances.
The event called for bringing "an
open mind and your truth."
The evening was filled with recitations of poetry, dance, song and
rap performances.
Most of the performances were
original, written and composed by
the students themselves.
The event was divided in two
parts with an intermission for dinner and took place in the Multipurpose Room on May 9.
The event’s theme, as the title
expresses, was “good artists borrow, great artists steal” to show that
originality isn’t a certainty or even a
requirement when creating art.
The idea is that all art is inspired
from already existing art and that’s
what makes it great.
The event began with a short rap
performed by Joshua Castillo, the
host of the event and USG’s Chair
of Arts setting the stage for the performances to come.
The following performer was
Alina Ng, a freshmen and member
of UCLA, who took the stage and
delivered a series of high-energy
dance performances of various Kpop songs.
The night took an exciting turn
when freshman Andres Aguirre
took the stage and floored the audience with his singing.
Aguirre performed a song titled
“Call me 2nite,” an original composed and written by himself.
When asked what inspires him,

Aguirre shared, “R&B 90’s music
has definitely served as an inspiration. I also love and am incredibly
inspired by Frank Ocean. I feel the
pain in his songs,” he said.
“I can’t match that, but I want
to help others with my music. With
music, I want to convey that no
matter how messed up life may be,
there’s always light at the end of the
tunnel.”
After Aguirre, Rafeed Hossain
took the stage and performed
a series of heart-felt raps that
had the audience grooving to the
beat.
His inspiration, he said: “Certainly the artists I listen to regularly. I am a big fan of Kendrick
Lamar, Khalid, J Cole.”
Hossain started making music
at the age of 14, but didn’t start rapping until he was 17.
After a brief intermission for
dinner, the second half of the evening began with a powerful poem
rendered by Jean Sebastian Surena.
Surena, a graduating senior, described his struggle and journey
as an African-American male in
America.
His piece ended on a victorious note with Surena overcoming his and embracing his identity
with pride, leaving the audience
amazed and inspired.
Brandon Prenz, who attended
the event as an audience member,
concurred.
“This night has been exhilarating. All pieces were ingenious and
I definitely feel inspired,” he said.
The event ended with Anupama
Chanti performing prose about her
mother.
Dedicated to her mother’s unconditional love and care, it was a
fitting way piece to end the night,
especially as Mother’s Day was just
around the corner.
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UNICEF highlights global outreach Chancellor announces 5

high-level appointments

BY GABRIELLE HUEZO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

UNICEF at Baruch held its annual showcase at Baruch College’s
Bearcat Den on May 8 to celebrate
the work that UNICEF does around
the world.
Members of the club displayed
posters around the den that explained how UNICEF — which
stands for the United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund — helps people around the
world.
The posters highlighted the crises in Yemen and Syria, countries
raged by war which have caused
immense hunger and evacuation
of millions of children.
More information was displayed about the Migrant Caravan
crisis, an epidemic happening in
our own country, in which people
make an extremely strenuous journey from Latin America to the U.S.
border.
UNICEF is working with the
U.S. government to find alternatives to incarcerating or separating children and the organization
provides food and care to people
throughout their treacherous travels.
The wars in Syria and Yemen
have been occurring for several
years now and the club wanted to
make sure to include newer problems such as the migrant caravans
and the separation of children.
Other posters also discussed
atrocities happening to young
girls, such as sex trafficking in Europe.
Italian food from the restaurant
Patrizia’s of Manhattan was served,
but guests had to play trivia games
before they could grab a free meal.
Each game showed different aspects of UNICEF.
A mix and match game explained the 17 sustainable devel-

BY AMANDA SALAZAR

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
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opment goals, including no poverty, zero hunger and good health
and well-being for people across
the globe.
A trivia game went into more
detail about which countries are
dealing with certain crises.
Karina Chiqui, a freshman at
Baruch, heard about the showcase through a friend and said she
learned more about current events
and UNICEF.
“I was actually surprised because I didn’t know them, and
I didn’t know who was affected
by what, so it really opened my
eyes to see the problems going on
and what we should do to help,”
Chiqui said after playing the trivia
game.
“I like the information they put
out and how willing they were to
teach people about it.”
Polaroids were also handed out
to guests that wanted their picture
taken in front of the den’s mural.
The mural is a colorful painting
of monuments, skyscrapers and

a few wonders of the world, making this a fitting backdrop for the
event.
Additionally, black henna was
done by two of the club members
on guests. UNICEF at Baruch has
become a place for students to
branch out regardless of what they
are studying.
Jesselle Ramirez, the assistant
treasurer, said she joined the club
with a friend.
“We wanted to do something
different. We’re both business majors, but we’re also interested in
nonprofits,” the sophomore said.
Ramirez also discussed the purpose of the showcase, stating the
club wanted to show why they fundraise, where the money goes and
how it helps.
“It’s really meant to build
awareness about what UNICEF is
and what they do,” said Ramirez.
This was UNICEF at Baruch’s
last event of the school year. Their
induction ceremony took place the
following night.

CUNY Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez appointed five toplevel positions on the first day of
his term. Matos Rodríguez, who
was confirmed as CUNY’s eighth
chancellor and first Latino chancellor on February 13, had an
eventful first day on the job, as he
used the day to announce five appointments to various positions
throughout CUNY.
These positions include executive vice chancellor and university provost, senior vice chancellor,
vice chancellor and interim presidents for Queens College and the
CUNY Graduate Center. The appointees are currently waiting to
be approved by the CUNY Board
of Trustees, which will happen
during the board’s May and June
meetings, before they are officially
confirmed for the positions.
All of the appointees have extensive backgrounds in education
and have already worked in highranking positions within CUNY.
“Just as we ultimately chose our
new Chancellor from within the
ranks of the University, it comes
as no surprise to see that his first
appointments involve individuals
who also bring a distinguished record of service to CUNY,” said BOT
member William C. Thompson Jr.
in a CUNY Communications email.
“Three of these driven, highly
qualified individuals will serve in
the administration of Chancellor
Matos Rodríguez, helping to ensure his success out of the gate,
and two will help to maintain
strong leadership at Queens College and the Graduate Center.”
One of the positions Matos Rodríguez filled was the interim pres-

ident for Queens College, the role
that he held prior to becoming the
university’s chancellor. William
Tramontano will take over this position on June 1.
Tramontano is currently the
senior advisor to Hunter College’s
president for student success and
strategic initiatives.
Before that, he was the Brooklyn College provost and senior
vice president for academic affairs.
Another position is executive vice
chancellor and university provost,
which will go to José Luis Cruz.
The role is currently being occupied by interim Vita Rabinowitz,
who will serve until June 30. Cruz
is the current president of Lehman
College and will continue to fill the
role until July 1. He is an “electrical
engineer and education policy expert,” according to the email.
James Muyskens, a philosophy
professor and former president of
Queens College, was appointed to
become the interim president of
the Graduate Center.
If confirmed by the BOT, his
new position will become effective July 1. On the subject of his
new appointees, Matos Rodríguez
implied that he has high hopes
for their terms in their new roles
within CUNY and what they will
be able to accomplish.
“I am pleased to be able to welcome five highly accomplished
professionals to fill key roles in the
University, though none of them
will need much of an introduction
within the CUNY community,”
Matos Rodríguez said.
“Their resumes show the
breadth, depth and overall quality of their contributions to their
fields, and much of that work has
already been to the benefit of
CUNY and its students,” he said.
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Family separation issue highlights lack of coordination

O

n June 23, 2018, the Department of Homeland Security
released a statement with
Health and Human Services amidst
President Donald Trump’s “zero
tolerance” immigration policy, assuring the American people that
the U.S. government “knows the location of all children in its custody
and is working to reunite them with
their families.”
How ironic that on May 1, the
House Judiciary Committee provided NBC News with emails between Trump administration officials, admitting that they were
unable to reunite the parents and
children separated at that time.
Guess we can add that to the list
of 10,000 lies Trump has told the
American people, along with “Mexico is going to pay for the wall” and
that “the noise [from windmills]

causes cancer,” PolitiFact reports.
The initial statement claimed
that the DHS and HHS would “access and update” a central database as new information about a
parent’s or minor’s location arises.
Yet, no database to that extent ever
existed.
Correspondence between HHS
data analyst, Thomas Fitzgerald
and U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement Acting Director, Matthew Albence, revealed that HHS
only had information for “about
60” parents, and the amount of information requested for 2,219 children could not be linked to their
parents “in a rapid fashion” since
DHS did not have all the relevant
information, including alien numbers used to track apprehended
migrants, NBC News reports. The
agencies exchanged basic spread-

sheets and tried their best to reunite separated families, much
like college students exchanging
last minute contact information for
group projects.
The agencies were completely
unprepared to handle a policy that
never should have been enforced
in the first place. Woe is always bureaucratic miscommunication, or
lack thereof. Yet, Trump never told
DHS nor HHS about the policy before he announced it.
Perhaps increased cooperation
and communication among the
executive branch may ensure coordination.
Nevertheless, the brash and
rash Trump administration proposed and enacted a policy they
had no idea how to enforce, leaving the agencies to figure it out and
face the brunt of accountability

themselves.
Zero tolerance policies prove
difficult to mitigate its effects. Although Trump ended this policy
since June 20, children are unfortunately still at HHS shelters where it
may take years to reunite them with
their families.
Did increased prosecutions and
relentless detention policies deter
families from attempting to cross
the U.S.-Mexico border? Not when
they are fleeing poverty and gang
violence and seeking asylum. There
has been a recent spike in illegal
border crossings, with more than
76,000 migrants crossing the border in February alone, and a majority of them families, The New York
Times reports.
Where were the rapists, murderers and drug dealers Trump tried
preventing from illegally entering

the United States?
All the world saw were images,
headlines, and audio of children
crying, parents pleading and border agents joking.
The fact that the disparity between sympathy and intolerance
is so large, it’s arguably hypocritical for a nation whose “Statue of
Liberty” displays, “Give me your
tired, your poor, your huddled
masses yearning to breathe free.”
Perhaps there should be an exception clause inscribed below, stating
“Tired, poor, and huddled masses
accepted, contingent on immigration and socioeconomic status, and
ability to pay taxes.” At least then
the United States would be a more
consistent nation.
-Pabvitraa Ramcharan
Political Science ‘21
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THE USG REPORT

RADHIKA KALANI

S

ometimes, I feel overwhelmed
by all the information I receive
every day. There is so much to
take in — whether it is about student government, my own classes
or my future career. I realized the
best thing to do with information is
to record it at all times.
I was exposed to Baruch-wide
policies and plans regarding renovations all while trying to understand what exactly a President
does. We were entering The Undergraduate Student Government
blindly and only had little concrete
role descriptions based off of our
constitution. So, the current USG
reached out to past USG members

to understand what exactly their
respective role meant to them. We
learned how to do our roles as the
months progressed.
Every day was a learning opportunity. This USG has created a 30-page internal guide on
how-to-USG. This is a guide for
future elected USG members to
understand deadlines and what
to make of their role with the limited amount of time. Every role
has flexibility, however, there are
some things — attending meetings, having a committee, working
with faculty, process of paperwork,
working with clubs — that remain
concrete regardless of the year.
I am happy that this year’s USG
has worked so hard on an internal
guide that will be passed down to
the next USG. The next USG can
now begin their roles knowing
what they are dealing with better
and can in turn accomplish more.
Regarding classes and documentation, I realized that setting
up a working Google Doc for each
class was extremely beneficial. I
was able to go completely paper-

free this semester and have all my
notes on just one document. It is
super easy to find anything I am
looking for and I am always prepared for class.
Documentation played a huge
role during my internship through
the concept of a daily log.
I started a daily log because
I wanted to know what exactly I
did everyday so I could update my
manager if need be, know what to
write on my resume as my job description and have all work-related
information in one place. This
daily log was super helpful in ensuring that I stayed on top of all my
tasks.
Documentation can be included in all aspects of your life
— these are just some of mine.
The real beauty of documentation
is that it can be passed on, so start
documenting away.
Radhika Kalani is the president of
USG. She can be reached at radhika.kalani@usgbaruch.com. Her
office is located at 3-272 in the Newman Vertical Campus.
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Grads would get more
from small ceremonies

The podcast forecast: Streaming sites
reveal bright future for all podcasts

B

Popular streaming services are now incorporating podcasts into their platforms for all listeners.

aruch College can often
feel like the kind of place
where it’s easy to be forgotten. Classrooms have little to distinguish them from one another
and students leave little to no trace
behind.
Most club areas could easily be
converted to spaces for different
organizations.
Aside from a bottle of champagne on the second floor of the
Newman Vertical Campus, a time
capsule on the eighth and paver
stones in the plaza — seeming like
they will only be ready by the time
those inconvenienced by construction have already graduated
— students don’t have many opportunities to leave something of
themselves behind at Baruch.
To counteract student’s feelings
of lacking long-term impact and
being invisible, Baruch should encourage departments to hold graduation events for those majoring in
their subjects. In order to complete
a major, students must take around
10 courses under the same discipline, after which it is somewhat
likely that they will start to recognize
familiar faces among classmates
and faculty.
This may be the case more so
for those who study under the

Departmental graduation
ceremonies are more
intimate and offer the
opportunity to share a
special moment with
students.

Weissman School of Arts and Sciences and the Marxe School of
Public and International Affairs
than under the Zicklin School of
Business, but it is still more likely
that accounting students will recognize each other than any random selection of 3,800 students
— the approximate number of
undergraduates who matriculated
from Baruch in 2018.
Departmental graduation ceremonies are more intimate and
offer the opportunity to share a
special moment with students.
Smaller gatherings would also allow for students to walk and receive a diploma — or at least a representation of their diploma in lieu
of having received final grades.
More students could be honored, especially on a more particular level than just being valedictorian. Speeches would feel
more pertinent to those attending,
focused as they are on particular
areas of study.
Students would be given a
chance to reconnect with professors they’d taken years earlier and
with classmates they never friended on Facebook or added to their
contacts.
With departmental graduation
ceremonies, students wouldn’t be
stuck with the decision of whether
to attend an event where they will
yet again be a faceless figure in a
crowd, surrounded by thousands
they don’t know, as up to four
members of their family — assuming the student hadn’t picked
up somebody’s spare commencement tickets — watch a crowd of
students, hoping to spot the familiar face or graduation cap decoration.
-Benjamin Wallin
Journalism ‘19

P

odcasts are growing in
popularity by the second
and so are the means in
which one can listen to them.
Many music streaming services, such as Google Play Music
and Pandora, have incorporated
podcasts into their services.
Some listeners tune in to their
favorite music and talk programs, sometimes weekly, as
much as they tune in to their favorite artists and musicians.
A major move was Spotify
buying Gimlet Media, a podcast
publishing network, and Anchor, which provides creators
the tools necessary to create
podcasts. “The Gimlet deal is
thought to be worth somewhere
around $230 million,” Vulture
reported.
Spotify spent a ton of money
in order to increase the quality
and accessibility for its users to
listen to podcasts.
There’s a promising feature
within podcasting and that is its
fast-paced growth in listeners.
“Nearly one out of three people
listen to at least one podcast every month,” reports the The New
York Times.
In the past, the possibility for
someone to listen to a podcast
was slim and podcasts were almost unheard of.
The increasing spotlight on
podcasts has resulted in different kinds being made to favor
many kinds of listeners, even
those who have never listened
to one before. From fiction storytelling to conversational podcasts, the variety is there for everyone.
Most music streaming service

The immoral way out: Drug rehab
patients forced to do unpaid labor

I

n recent times, there have
been influxes of revelations
about certain large companies
doing whatever is possible within
their power to cut costs.
This is certainly understandable since one of the goals of a
company should be their own
survival.
However, this becomes an issue when companies use their
power and influence to take advantage of the system to cut costs
by enslaving people.
The business model seems logical enough, but there seems to be
a tiny aspect of it that shouldn’t sit
well with anybody — the enslavement part.
The enslavement business
model has been used successfully
at companies such as Royal Dutch
Shell PLC, Exxon Mobil Corp. and
Cenikor Foundation. The specific case of Cenikor is especially
disgusting since, while Shell and
Exxon Mobil are large companies
that already do not have much
popularity with ethics experts or
the general public, Cenikor presents a facade of substance abuse
disorder treatment.
They take pride in having
helped people.
This seems all fine and dandy
until one realizes that the helping
hand they provide also punches
them in the gut and steals their
lunch money.
Cenikor has facilitated the enslavement of tens of thousands
of people who come to them for
substance therapy by dispatching
them to work without pay, up to
80 hours a week, for over 300 forprofit companies over the years,
according to a recent investigation by Reveal from the Center for
Investigative Reporting, Al Jazeera

reported.
People who come to Cenikor
as patients are forced to endure
moving boxes in sweltering heat,
building oil platforms and laying
steel rebar for refineries.
Though these people are making the for-profit companies money, they are not compensated in
any manner. The reason that Cenikor employs them is that it believes work helps people recover
from addiction.
Though that may or may not be
the actuality of the situation, the
cost of doing so is that they have
to give up their wages for the two
years that they are in the program.
Compounded with this, there
is a lack of actual therapy going on
since the constant work doesn't
leave room for counseling or anything else of the sort.
Besides, in Cenikor’s mind, the
work and the therapy are one and
the same.
The rehabilitation services
provided, then, transform the patients into a resource that doesn't
need to be paid for or taken care
of in any way. Indeed, some job
sites that hosted patients didn't
have proper supervision, safety
equipment, or training, all of
which contribute to on-site injuries. “Over the last decade, nearly
two dozen Cenikor workers have
been seriously injured or maimed
on the job, according to hundreds of pages of lawsuits, workers' compensation records and
interviews with former staff,” CBS
News reported.
This is a horrific idea to behold,
that a company that claims to take
care of its people who come to
them in need of help is seriously
overstepping its bounds by taking
advantage of and forcing those

same people to work without pay
and therapy.
Though Cenikor is certainly
the stand-out program in the investigation what with it gathering
accolades from sitting lawmakers
and judges and even former President Ronald Reagan earning more
than $7 million from contracts
alone the idea of transforming
drug rehabilitation services into
work for private companies is not
copyrighted by Cenikor.
Drug rehabilitation centers
across the country have adopted
this detestible yet lucrative business model.
This method preys on those
with drug felonies specifically,
considering how hard it is to get
a job and re-enter society once
something like that is on their
permanent record.
One of Cenikor’s self-affirmed
goals is to help these people reenter society, however it slyly
doesn't mention the idea that reentering society equates to enslavement.
“After 18 months in the program, participants can become eligible to receive wages and graduate with jobs, a car and the tools to
build a promising life,” according
to CBS News.
However, CBS also reports
that fewer than 8 percent of people who enter Cenikor make it to
graduation, meaning all the work
they've ever done is eaten up by
the company.
Cenikor’s slogan shouts “Better Health. Better Lives.” A beautiful saying. It just chooses to forget
the whispered addendum — “for
us, by any means necessary.”
-Ali Hussain
Neuroscience ‘21

users are there for the music and
the different playlists created.
Yet that doesn’t stop the rising popularity of podcasts.
Spotify has already implemented a way to input podcasts
in users’ days “by placing suggested episodes into algorithmically generated playlists,” The
Verge reported.
The strategies put into place
by Spotify will increase the number of people that listen to podcasts.
Podcasts are going to grow
and it’s going to be a big feature
on all music streaming services.
Media organizations are adding podcasting to their agenda
and are working toward making
news more accessible. The New
York Times has “The Daily” podcast hosted by Michael Barbaro,
which covers the week’s biggest
news stories.
Based on the recent investi-

With the increasing number
of podcast listeners, this
can change the way in
which individuals inform
themselves about what is
happening around them
and podcasts from media
organizations that focus on
news stories can attract more
people.

gations concerning Russian influence in the 2016 U.S. election,
ABC News has “The Investigation.”
MSNBC added “The Oath”
with former U.S. Attorney and
contributor to MSNBC, Chuck
Rosenberg.
Rosenberg said, “This is for
people who are interested in the
news but want to go deeper…
people who want to learn,” Variety reported.
This new podcast is meant to
reach not only readers but those
that want to be exposed to the
news in other media.
With the increasing number
of podcast listeners, this can
change the way in which individuals inform themselves about
what is happening around them
and podcasts from media organizations that focus on news stories can attract more people.
They will be interested in the
content because more listeners
will be tuning in.
The utilization of podcasts
can also be a tool to gain the attention of people that don’t necessarily look for the news.
Podcasts will be handed to
them just like a playlist suggestion on Spotify or from a friend
who is obsessed with podcasts.
Media organizations can take
this opportunity to have more
people interested in their organization and what their overall
message is.
Soon enough, everyone will
be listening to a podcast created
by one of them.
-Angelica Tejada
Journalism ‘22

Environmental clubs
need to communicate
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Despite this, the escalators that
run parallel to the staircase, in addition to the ones that lead to the
third, fourth and fifth floors, run
almost constantly, except for certain periods during the afternoon
when they’re shut off at Con Edison’s request.
There are posters in classrooms
on every floor of the Newman Vertical Campus that remind students
to take their trash with them and to
recycle.
Despite this, many of the lights
are on in the building invariably,
aside from the rooms where the
lights are motion-dependent and
shut off after a set amount of time
that the room is empty.
Baruch is home to a minimum
of four environmental or sustainability groups.
These include the Baruch College Climate Change Faculty
Seminar, the ECO club, the Baruch
College Task Force on Sustainability and the Undergraduate Student
Government Sustainability Committee.
Yet a quick Google search
brings up barely anything at all on
any of the groups.
The task force has a nice, organized website, with a blog and
events calendar, but all the posts
are from 2015.
When “Baruch College USG
sustainability committee” is
searched up, the only thing that
pops up is a Facebook event from
over a year ago in which the committee and the task force met “in
the effort to ‘greenify’ Baruch.”
However, the second link that
is listed is for Fordham University’s USG sustainability committee, which has its own neat web-

site. The faculty seminar doesn’t
have any webpage at all, though
there is a Blogs@Baruch site titled
“Baruch Climate Change Seminar
Series,” with the most recent post
from 2015.
Lastly, the ECO club doesn’t
have a website. Instead they have
a Facebook page and an Instagram
account, and is featured on the
Baruch Student Affairs’ website’s
“Student Clubs and Organizations:
Undergraduate Student Clubs Descriptions (A-H)” page with a brief
description.
Chair of the task force and
member of the seminar, psychology professor Mindy Engle-Friedman implied in an interview with
The Ticker that the different environmental groups on campus
don’t work together very much.
“We're happy to work with [the
USG sustainability committee] but
they don't have anything really to
do with [the task force and the faculty seminar],” she said.
“And there’s the ECO club,
they're also involved and they're
involved in sustainability and
they really do lots of programs to
educate people about the environment and the natural world. But
we don't really have a direct relationship with them, but we connect with them. They know that
our programs are going on.”
How can it honestly be said that
Baruch is doing enough for sustainability?
It offers almost no online resources for its environmental
programs, leaves the lights, computers and escalators on 24/7 and
the groups that work on this issue
aren’t even coordinated? It can’t
be.
-Amanda Salazar
Journalism ‘22
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We continue to thrive, despite it all

We publish out of love
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I spent two years as editor-inchief of this paper.
I always say that among everything I’ve ever done, the work my
colleagues and I have put into this
paper is what I’m most proud of.
People are going to look back
at The Ticker and call it a college
newspaper or a club that some students were involved in, but it’s so
much more.
Of course, everyone says that
about their organization.
But The Ticker is truly special.
It’s a place of curiosity, where students constantly question policies
or behaviors.
It’s a place of wisdom, where
students ask for feedback from one
another and make mistakes and
learn from them.
It’s a place of growth, where
students can come in having no
skills and learn how to ask pressing
questions and face off with administration over issues.
For me and for a lot of my colleagues, that was what it was for
us: a place where you learned new
things about the college and people came to you with serious issues
or some of their deepest fears or
vulnerabilities, a place that gave
you a platform to raise these issues

We've stood up for the
voiceless, mistreated and
slighted, and we amplified
their concerns, just as an
independent newspaper is
supposed to do.

and tell the masses with an aspiration that what you’re presenting
out there will bring some kind of
positive change.
My colleagues and I have faced
off with Student Life representatives, school administrators, bullies, people accused of sexual harassment, student leaders accused
of hazing, and more.
And now we’re facing off with a
ticking time bomb, waiting for our
days at Baruch College to end and
trying to do as much as possible in
the limited days we have left.
We have so many goodbyes to
say, but the biggest goodbye is to
the students we’ve served faithfully since we’ve been here.
Every year of Ticker staff is different; people have different leadership styles and visions, and The
Ticker fluctuates in focus, quality
and visibility.
The past few years brought telling journalism that affected school
events, policies and attitudes.
We broke news about an Undergraduate Student Government
presidential candidate engaging in
plagiarism, a professor who kissed
his students in and out of class,
as well as dozens of USG senate
resignations, President Mitchel B.
Wallerstein announcing his resignation from the college and then
walking back on it and more.
We documented some of the
school’s most memorable events
like the launch of Black History
Month, Women in Business’ annual “Style Your Success” event and
UCLA’s Lunar New Year Festival.
We’ve stood up for the voiceless, mistreated and slighted, and
we amplified their concerns, just
as an independent newspaper is
supposed to do.
We asked difficult questions
and made enemies with what we

put out there.
We asked difficult questions
and were often met with vague or
curt responses.
But no matter what, we kept going.
We made mistakes both in assumption and in print, and we corrected them as soon as we learned
the truth.
We strived to be fair, sensitive,
honest and critical.
We endured mobs in our own
office, nasty glares in the hallways,
rude rumors and unfair judgment
passed between faculty members.
We engaged with the Baruch
community, speaking to club
members, commuters, student
leaders, pissed off faculty members and so many more.
It is my belief that The Ticker will
continue to do all this and more.
The Ticker will remain a strong
and relevant force within the
school, influencing what happens
and when, and stirring attention
and positive change in this environment.
To the new staff of The Ticker:
You are going to face intense opposition and overwhelming situations.
However, you are going to prevail because you are fiercely passionate about Baruch, and care
about what happens to and within
it.
I am humbled by the passion
you’ve shown over the years that
I’ve been here.
Without you, this paper simply
would not be.
With this, I say goodbye and
thank you for your attention to and
passion for this school many of us
know as home.
Yelena Dzhanova is The Ticker's
Editor-in-Chief.

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

To all the people of The Ticker,
thank you for sticking by my side
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
From staff writer to news editor to marketing director to business manager.
I’ve seen late-night closings,
long editorial meetings, Relay
For Life, and Undergraduate Student Government elections.
I’ve helped build the newsletter and Instagram page and dealt
with unreliable writers and disagreements with the Baruch administration.
From 2015 to 2019, over the
course of writing more than 100
articles, I stuck it out at The Ticker for one reason.
The people.
Without you all The Ticker is
nothing.
Not just because we obviously wouldn’t be able to produce a fantastic newspaper every
week, but because we wouldn’t
be able to produce the environment that keeps people coming
back through the media suite
door each and every day to edit
articles, fix an InDesign layout,
attend an editorial meeting, send
out a newsletter, or just chill.
Your friendship — the
warmth that envelops me when
I walk through the media suite
door — is what kept me coming
back.
Thank you to former Editorin-Chief Nicole Clemons, who
in the fall of 2015 took pity on an
awkward freshman named Jonathan and showed him how to
cover a USG Senate meeting.
Thank you to former Editorin-Chief Damla Bek and former
managing editors Tom Seubert,
Sumit Poudyal and Stevie Bor-

rello, who shaped my early time
at The Ticker by being welcoming and teaching me how to be a
savvy editor.
Thank you to former Photography Editor Calvin Rong, a dedicated photographer who once
made a sword out of a piece of
metal and a Nikon camera strap.
Thank you to former News
Editor Edwin Morel, who showed
me that being news editor
could actually be fun, and that
I shouldn’t take myself too seriously.
Thank you to former Managing Editor Maria Markowicz and
former Editor-in-Chief Joe Esposito, my Ticker mom and dad
forever.
You both taught me how to
laugh harder, manage better and
be stubborn when needed. I will
never forget the times we had on
Ticker trips and other ventures.
To those who I didn’t name,
know that if you ever interacted
with me in the context of this
wonderfully wild newspaper, I
am forever grateful.
Thank you to all of those who
gave me advice, wrote a story for
my section, listened to me vent,

Thank you to all of those who
gave me advice, wrote a story
for my section, listened to me
vent, or lent their shoulder for
me to cry on during a tough
Friday night.

or lent their shoulder for me to
cry on during a tough Friday
night.
As for the current guard of The
Ticker, there’s no need to list out
every single one of the names of
the friends I love so very much
because you’re all right there on
the masthead.
Victoria Merlino and Yelena
Dzhanova — thank you for sticking by my side these past four
years, through the good times
and the bad.
My advice to the future members of The Ticker is difficult to fit
into the remainder of a 550-word
article, but here is the gist.
Life is short, so don’t let anyone give you crap if you know in
your heart that you are right.
Some people don’t understand this newspaper.
They don’t understand how a
group of college kids can churn
out some of the best local coverage this city has ever seen and
still have the time to maintain a
3.5 GPA.
Some people don’t even know
what The Ticker is or what it does.
That’s okay too.
As long as you know what you
have accomplished here in NVC
3-290 then it was all worth it in
the end.
I have to stop writing now because I am going to cry.
However, I will say one more
thing with confidence — The
Ticker was one of the most wonderful things that ever happened
to me.
Jonathan Sperling is The Ticker's
Business Manager.

Some of you know me a bit
deeper than ink, however. If you’ve
had a problem with an article —
whether you knew we made a
mistake or just felt like it was inaccurate — you’ve come to complain
to me as managing editor. Some of
you have been very considerate,
and I thank you for that. You know
who you are. If we’re in the wrong,
we’re in the wrong, and I’ve never
tried to mask that fact.
Some of you have not been so
considerate. Sometimes, we’re
right, but we just print things that
you don’t like to read. You also
know who you are. In my four
years at this newspaper, I have
been called a liar. I have been
called unethical. I have been
yelled at, scolded to my face, harassed, intimidated, scolded via
email, filmed, stared down and
dismissed. I’ve cried under my
desk. So why do I deal with it?
I think it’s hard for people to
understand why I do what I do and
write what I write. I can tell you
right now that if you haven’t been
an editor for The Ticker, you have
no idea what kind of mental fortitude it takes to work here. Even if
you’re a president of a club. Even
if you’re in USG. Even if you work
for another campus media group.
Even if you think you do.
Each and every week of production, it was rare for me to not
be in the office Monday through
Friday until at least 8 p.m. Most
times, it was until 10 p.m. On
Thursdays and Fridays, you’d regularly catch me there until 12 a.m.
I would sit at a computer for hours
looking at layouts, getting stress
headaches. Some days I would
slam through writing two stories,
editing six more and then con-

figuring a layout for four hours. I
would sit for hours talking with reporters and fellow editors, coaching them through their writing. I
would race back from my mom’s
birthday celebration to cover USG
elections. All editors on The Ticker
have similar stories.
And I say this to you not to gain
your sympathy — I don’t expect
it, nor do I want it. I want you to
understand the sacrifices I had
to make to keep this organization alive, because to understand
why I do all this is to understand
these facts: I love Baruch College.
I love CUNY. And most of all, I love
you.
Yes, I work at this newspaper
because I love all my friends on it:
Yelena and Jonathan especially,
thanks for sticking with me for all
four years. Yes, I work at this newspaper because I think it will help
my career. But, the reason why I
stay and continue to do what I do
is because the students need to
know what is happening in their
school and I believe we are providing a public service. I think Baruch students are the most hardworking, industrious students in
the city, maybe even the world,
and I know that the paper needs
to match them. It is the students’
right — your right — to know everything going on in this school.
You deserve that.
So, as my final words in this
newspaper, I ask you, Baruch College, this request: next time you
want to shoot off an angry tirade
to the next managing editor of The
Ticker, remember these words.
The editors that are inheriting this
newspaper — my baby — need
your support.
Victoria Merlino is The Ticker's
Managing Editor.
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Trump reignites Chinese trade war after tariff announcement
BY ANACAONA RODRIGUEZ

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The U.S. stock market took
a hard hit Monday morning after President Donald Trump announced a 25 percent import tax
on Chinese goods. The Dow Jones
dropped a total of 340 points, on average 1.3 percent, in response to his
announcements.
These latest threats are being felt
the hardest in the New York Stock
Exchange. One of Trump’s tweets
read, “With China we lose 500 Billion Dollars [on trade]. Sorry, we’re
not going to be doing that anymore!”
This new decision is a complete
turnaround from the president’s at-

titude just this past April, when he
told reporters he was so confident
about an “epic” trade deal with
China .
The president now believes that
the negotiations are not advancing
fast enough, and the new tariffs will
be applied shortly.
Aside from the NYSE, the Chinese market is also having a hard
time. The Shanghai Composite index dropped 5.6 percent, and Shenzhen had its biggest single-day decline since 2016 at 7.4 percent, according to CNBC.
Although Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said
China’s trade team is still “preparing to travel to the United States
for consultations,” according to The

Wall Street Journal, it’s still uncertain when this will happen.
Some Chinese officials originally scheduled to leave for Washington on May 6 have decided to
stay in China and wait for further
instructions.
Since the beginning of his presidency, Trump threatened to increase import tariffs on Chinese
goods.
Both countries have gone back
and forth for over a year now to
come up with agreeable trade tariffs.
In April, it seemed like both
sides were coming to a final resolution but released only a few details,
such as American tariffs on Chinese goods being removed.

Students should start building credit
BY NICOLAS DOMINIQUE

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

While struggling with schoolwork, college students tend to forget about a very important financial step that needs to be taken as
early as possible in life. That step is
building their credit score. A credit
score is a number that sums up
one’s financial history. The score
range typically starts as low as 300,
or very poor, to the highest score
being 850, or excellent.
The score is necessary for taking
out loans and mortgages, looking
for apartments and even applying
for jobs, as some employers look at
applicants’ credit when hiring.
One should begin building
their credit score as soon as possible. Despite the common belief,
it is not difficult to build up with
proper spending habits, and it is
crucial for a great financial future.
There are a number of ways to
get started in building one’s credit
history, according to an article
published by Credit Karma. The
easiest way to get started is to get
a secured credit card from a local
bank. A secured card is one for
which the student would put down
a deposit — which could be as low
as $49, by some issuers, — and
they get a card with a limit equal to
that amount.
Another way to start building
one’s credit is by having a family member or a close friend make
the student an authorized user on
their account, although this could
be risky if one or both parties do
not pay their bills on time.
The different factors that affect
credit score are payment history,
length of credit history, average
age of accounts, amounts owed
and credit mix. Payment history
makes up 35 percent of the credit
report, being the largest factor.
Therefore, it is crucial to pay all

When asked what was left to be
addressed at the time, Trump said,
“I think I can say that some of the
toughest things have been agreed
to. ”
The United States is looking for
a trade deal that will force China to
commit to purchasing American
goods and open its market for foreign businesses. It’s hard to know
what has already been agreed to or
if this weekend’s tweets changed
that.
The trade war with China has
already hurt American businesses,
such as the agriculture and manufacturing sectors. These sectors are
hoping for a reduction in tariffs.
After the market plummeted on
the morning of May 6, Greg Val-

Last minute internships
possible for this summer
BY AMANDA SALAZAR

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

DRSEDUCATION | PIXABAY

bills everymonth on time. It is also
to one’s advantage to pay off the
entire balance each month, so that
they won’t have to pay any interest in the future. Amounts owed or
utilization comes in second in importance, with a rate of 30 percent.
Utilization is just a fancy way of
saying how much of the available
credit one has used.
Creditors like to see that people
have used 30 percent or less of
what they have available to them.
The more credit one uses, the more
they are deemed riskier to lenders,
as they are very reliant on credit to
get by.
College students should learn
how to budget and use prudence
with their finances. Students
should not pay for what they can’t
afford, and they should learn to
spend only as needed. Learning to
determine what is a need and what
is a want will lay a solid foundation
for any college student entering
the workforce.
The next three factors affecting
credit score include credit history,
which is 15 percent of the score.
The earlier a person begins their

credit life, the longer their history
will be. Starting a credit history at
18 years old rather than at 28 years
old can save someone thousands
of dollars on a mortgage later in
life.
Opening and using more revolving credit accounts like installment loans and mortgages represent the final 20 percent, each
individually composing 10 percent
of one’s credit score.
Credit can seem scary considering that most credit cards carry
a high APR or interest rate on
balances, and that the amount of
credit card debt has reached an
all-time high.
The overall U.S. credit card debt
reached $870 billion in last December, after rising by $26 billion
in the last 3 months of the year, according to Bloomberg.
CNBC found that many millennials aged 25 to 34 years old carry
an average debt of $42,000 from
credit cards. However, students
should not let these numbers discourage them from beginning to
build their credit score. It is a longterm investment in one’s future.

liere, chief U.S. policy strategist at
AGF Investments said, “There’s a
risk this tactic could blow up on
[President Trump]. I don’t think the
Chinese would like to get bullied.”
Despite the upset, there’s still a
possibility that the negotiations will
continue. After all, this is not the
first time Trump has made threats
over tariffs.
“There’s still hope that China
can stop the additional tariffs,” Xinquan Tu, dean of the China Institute for WTO Studies at the University of International Business and
Economics in Beijing said.
Until then, it is uncertain, even
to the White House, what the future
of trade negotiations with China
will be like.

As the spring semester wraps
up, students are beginning to prepare for their summer internships
and jobs. But what if you don’t
have a position lined up for the
next few months?
For students who have not yet
secured an internship, it might be
a good idea to try applying to some
last-minute opportunities for the
summer.
Many companies open their
application periods for the summer session during winter or early
spring.
However, more competitive
companies start their application process as early as fall, which
might make students feel that it is
impossible to find an open position at this point.
While it is a smart choice to
start the job and internship search
early next year, students can still
find something for this summer
— that is, if they are willing to put
in the effort of finding an opportunity.
Small and medium companies,
as well as startups, tend to post
their opportunities later in the
year, which means that they might
still be looking for interns or fulltime employees, according to an
article from Monster.com.
Students should scroll around
the websites of these types of companies to see if any positions are
still open.
It is even better to be proactive by calling the companies and
asking if they are looking to add
any more people to their summer
team.
Calling companies shows your
dedication, but it’s not the only

way to reach out to organizations.
Reaching out to connections on
LinkedIn can also be an effective
way to find out about vacant positions in your field.
Students should not be afraid
to connect with more distant people in their social network to learn
about more opportunities.
But finding the opportunity is
only part of the battle. Afterward,
students have to craft a resume
and cover letter that not only sell
them as qualified, but are tailored
to the specific position in the company that they are applying to.
“Recruiters and hiring managers can tell within 10 seconds if
you’ve sent a generic application,”
the Monster.com article states.
The best way to remedy a generic application is to use key
phrases from the job description
in your resume and mention the
company in your cover letter, so
the employers can tell that you not
only did your research, but also
created your application just for
them.
It is also very important to
proofread your cover letter, resume and application. Nothing is
more disqualifying than lacking
the competency or patience to
read over your own work.
If all else fails and you still cannot seem to find any available
internships or professional work
that you would be interested in,
try applying to work at a local summer camp.
You will be making some money and it could be called a “learning experience” on your resume
for when you apply early to internships next year.
It is important to show your future employers that you are always
motivated.
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MealPal offers affordable lunch options for Baruch students
BY AYSE KELCE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Finding affordable options for
lunch is a struggle at Baruch College, which does not have a cafeteria or offer meal plans.
While some students bring their
own lunch, most students prefer
the fastest and cheapest options
that are closest to Baruch.
MealPal is an app that essentially works like a meal plan that allows
its users to choose their meals from
various restaurants.
The “kitchen” is open between 5
p.m. and 10:30 a.m., meaning that
users have the afternoon the day
before and the morning of order
their meals.
Most restaurants allow users to
pick up meals starting at 11:45 a.m.
or noon.
Customers are asked to scan
their code from the MealPal app
in order to pick up their meal.
The prices vary according to the
number of meals you have in
your plan — the options are 12 or
20.
Discounts constantly change
based on different marketing strategies or timed offers— for instance,
if users sign up with their emails for
the first time you usually get a 40
percent off.
However if you do not accept
that offer, you might get a 50 percent off in a few weeks, the first
month prices are less than $4.
According to a survey conducted among Baruch students by
The Ticker, 44.3 percent of the 97
Baruch students surveyed spend
more than $10 on lunch when they
are at school.
Meanwhile, 32 percent stated
that they spend around $5 to $7,
and only 6.2 percent said that the
spend less than $5.
The rest of the students chose

AYSE KELCE | THE TICKER

The MealPal app connects its users with many restaurants in New York City that offer cheap lunch and dinner plans, giving students several options.
the option that said they bring
their own lunch.
MealPal’s first month trial generally seems to be beneficial for
most Baruch students. However,
when it comes to paying the actual MealPal price after a month,
it might not be the ideal choice for
many students.
MealPal’s regular price rises to
$6.99 per meal for six meals, $6.39
for 12 meals and $5.99 for 20 meals,
after the trial month.
Considering most food carts
around Baruch College have meals
around $5, most students question
if is it worth signing up for MealPal.
So what does MealPal has to of-

fer for the price?
“During exams, MealPal is a
very beneficial option. I am dorming, so I use it for both lunch and
dinner. However, there are not
many restaurants to choose from
around the dorms,” said Darpan
Gajra, freshman.
MealPal does sound like a very
convenient option for students;
however, if one has dietary restrictions, the MealPal experience
might be very different.
MealPal does have a considerable amount of vegetarian meals,
but it is not always easy to find a
desirable meal nearby if users are
looking for vegan, kosher or gluten

free options.
The app asks for preferences
right after sign up. However, even
if users choose that they do not like
cilantro, for example, it still shows
meal options that contain cilantro.
It is then advisable to check the ingredients for every meal you order.
“I would prefer if it had more
options. I don't eat beef, and many
options have beef. I feel like I am
choosing the same meals again and
again,” Gajra said.
Most options are the same during the week, and some restaurants
change the meal they offer in different periods. Especially if you are
looking for a meal within walking

distance to Baruch, you might not
be satisfied with the variety of the
options.
“I am generally satisfied with
MealPal. I had bad experiences too,
but after some time, I learned which
restaurants are better to choose
from,” Gajra added.
Overall, MealPal might not be
the ideal option for students with
dietary restrictions. Also, there are
cheaper options around Baruch
than MealPal’s regular subscription.
However, considering the average spending of Baruch students
for lunch, the first month offer is
worth trying, especially during finals week.

Ticker Tape

A Financial Briefing by Baruch College’s Investment Management Group
In 2018, the World Economic
Forum published the “Future of
Jobs Report”, outlining the effects
that the fourth industrial revolution will have on businesses and
organizations, and the roles in
which their employees work.
The report writes that institutions will take advantage of advances in emerging technologies
and fundamentally change the
way they function.
Quantum computing, 5G wireless technology and artificial intelligence will all have a huge impact
on the working world, in addition
to many other technologies that
are in development or do not yet
exist.
Quantum computers promise
to provide immense value to businesses in the future. Google, in
partnership with NASA, is working on a quantum computer that,
according to Science Alert, is
100,000,000 times faster than an
average laptop. The MIT Technology Review states that the most
promising application of the technology is simulating the behavior
of matter, which helps companies
like Volkswagen and Daimler in
finding ways to improve the performance of electric-vehicle batteries. Pharmaceutical companies
also use quantum computers to
develop new drugs by analyzing
molecular compounds.
5G wireless technology is in its
early stages, but will have a huge
impact on internet-connected devices, even if it takes time before
software can fully take advantage
of it.
The huge data-transferring capabilities of 5G connections when
compared to 4G technology will
enable not only lightning fast internet speeds for regular users, but

also the ability for autonomous vehicles to communicate with each
other while on the road according
to PC Magazine.
Industrial robots and automated sea sports, like autonomous vehicles, require the extremely low
latencies that 5G offers. AT&T, Verizon, T-Mobile and Sprint are all
currently rolling out 5G networks
to bring the technology to the
masses and its effects will spread
throughout many industries, according to PC Magazine. The excitement generated by developments in artificial intelligence
have led to it often being misunderstood though its capabilities
are already being recognized today.
Apple’s Siri, Amazon’s Alexa
and other personal assistants all
make use of AI to perform basic
tasks for users though its potential
is far greater than phone assistants. Tesla uses the technology to
power its Autopilot features in its
cars which can ultimately result in
fully autonomous vehicles.
Watson, the AI-powered, multicloud platform built by IBM is
open-source, currently powering
hyper-personalized solutions for
customers provided by healthcare
companies and assisting research
efforts in financial services.
Emerging technologies are
named as such because they are in
their relative infancy and there are
many more developments being
made in areas such as blockchain,
machine learning and big data.
However, the immense potential
of these technologies cannot be
ignored by anyone hoping to advance in the future of the professional world.
By Julian Tineo
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It's about who you know: How to grow
and maintain a professional network
BY SHERON VIRANI

COPY EDITOR

It is a common saying, that it
isn’t about what you know, but
who you know when it comes to
job interviews and professional
careers.
Networking is challenging, and
most importantly, it is an ongoing
process. Here are some tips might
help if you’re trying to land your
dream role
Be genuine to everyone – What
make the difference in a conversation is the conversation’s genuineness and the interest an individual
might take to learn about the other
person.
It is crucial to learn about the
people around you and their interests, even if they might not seem
beneficial at the time.
Dismissing people or conversations is never a good idea, because
every individual has had unique
experiences and can share advice
that might prove fruitful to you in
the future.

Talk to everyone, young or old,
in or outside the field because you
never know who they know and
how they might be able to help you
out.
LinkedIn - Having a up to date
LinkedIn account is crucial for networking.
Reach out to people reach out
to people you don’t know, participate in discussions and make connections with people that are at
the companies and roles you want
to work for. Reach out to someone
in the field, whether it be an entry
level analyst or a senior managing
director.
One way to start is by simply
reaching out and saying, “I am impressed by your journey. How do I
get to where you are?”
Because you are taking action,
it will show your interest, you will
grow your network and you just
might end up with an interview.
Also, join the conversation on
LinkedIn — recruiters, successful
hires, and rejects are always posting jobs, advice and articles. Read

them, learn from them and put
them to use.
Giving - It is the most crucial
aspect of networking. After all,
networking at its core is a two-way
street. You must return the help
you received. Relay the advice
people have given you, connect
people you know. Share your experience and help people who might
need it.
Don’t look for favors returned,
don’t do something just because
you want good karma to come your
way; simply go out there to give
help, and good karma will come
your way anyway.
Networking is not something
that is done for weeks or months.
The process does not stop until one
gets the job. It's a lifestyle.
The benefits won’t be immediate. The job offers and interviews
won’t be lined up outside the door
immediately.
But eventually, there will be
more connections to inform and
help you out with upcoming opportunities.
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Tribeca Film Festival takes viewers on an immersive journey

BENJAMIN WALLIN
From the Beacon Theatre down
to the Tribeca Film Center on
Greenwich Street, the 18th annual
Tribeca Film Festival arrived in
New York City on April 24, bringing with it two weeks of feature and
short film premieres, Tribeca Talk
special events, revivals and immersive forms of film experiences.
Award-winning films included
Burning Cane for the Founders
Award for Best Narrative Feature,
Scheme Birds for Best Documentary Feature and Audience Award
winners Plus One and Gay Chorus
Deep South. Here are some films
The Ticker was able to cover at the
2019 festival:
Framing John DeLorean directed by Don Argott and Sheena M.
Joyce, has the interesting premise
of showing both a documentary
about carmaker John DeLorean,
with recreations starring Alec Baldwin and Morena Baccarin and interviews with Baldwin discussing
the craft behind the recreations.
The less interesting part is the execution, as the structure adds little
to the movie and feels like an unnecessarily self-referential artifice.
Framing spends too much time
telling viewers that DeLorean’s

story is thrilling, but there’s not
much excitement to it. DeLorean’s
car, the DMC-12, became iconic in
Back to the Future as the automotive time machine. Maybe DeLorean’s life had a lot going for it, but
Argott and Joyce botch the telling of
it, dragging out the dull parts more
than any moments of intrigue.
Framing John DeLorean will
play in select theaters and video on
demand on June 7.
The documentary The Quiet One
is another chronicle of a life, this
one of The Rolling Stones bassist,
Bill Wyman. The Quiet One is director Oliver Murray’s first documentary feature and it plods along for
all 109 minutes of its runtime. Like
Framing, this film is obsessed with
its subject’s legend, giving nothing
to viewers who aren’t fans of the
Stones — and possibly even to the
fans, too.
Immersed in dull nostalgia,
much of The Quiet One is filmed in
Wyman’s storage room, packed to
the brim with Stones memorabilia.
The history of the Stones feels inevitable, like it was always going to
happen as it did.
There’s no sense of drama, nor
any doubt about the future of a
band claiming to stay away from
following trends. There are better
ways to remember the past than
by scanning wistfully through a
storage room, especially when it
doesn’t end with a garage sale.
The Quiet One will play in U.S.
theaters on June 21 and on video
on demand on June 28.
The Gasoline Thieves is flawed,
but nonetheless interesting. In

Mexico, characters siphon gasoline in a life-and-death game of
sneaking, trying to avoid the consequences of being caught and killed.
The Gasoline Thieves is a thriller,
powered by Sam Baixauli’s editing
and Carlo Ayhllón’s intense score.
With a 93-minute runtime, the film
could be cut down, but it works
more often than it doesn’t work.
The Gasoline Thieves works because of its humanity. Eduardo
Banda plays the 14-year-old Lalo,
joining the world of thievery because he’s poor and crushing on a
girl who wants a cellphone. Even
through Lalo’s repeatedly reckless
actions, he exudes an earnestness

that gives the film some of its drive.
By no means the best Tribeca has
to offer, The Gasoline Thieves has a
mostly moving story to tell.
The Gasoline Thieves is currently
seeking U.S. distribution.
Audience award winner Plus
One is very obviously a crowdpleaser. Like a less cynical version
of 2018’s small release Destination
Wedding, the film has long-time
friends Ben and Alice enduring a
summer of weddings together, taking each other to their friends’ weddings, trying to avoid the misery
that comes with being single and
surrounded by love.
Alice, played by Maya Erskine of

Hulu’s series PEN15, is the breakout star of the movie with a fun
presence and no qualms about
cuddling with a friend.
Plus One’s rom-com structure
is fairly standard, but the relationship between the main characters
gives it life. Directors and writers
Jeff Chan and Andrew Rhymer use
wedding toasts to establish time
and place, and the choice works.
As Ben and Alice endure badly
written clichés and embarrassing
speeches, the movie shows some
fun innovation that helps make
it the kind of film anyone could
stumble upon and have a nice time
watching.

COURTESY OF TRIBECA FILM FESTIVAL AND BENJAMIN WALLIN

The 18th annual Tribeca Film Festival premiered two weeks worth of films, including The Quiet One and Destination Wedding.

‘Sesame Street’ becomes an actual street for its 50th anniversary
BY KYRAH BROWN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In celebration of Sesame Street’s
50th anniversary on television,
New York City’s Mayor Bill de Blasio honored the show’s legacy by
permanently naming the intersection between West 63rd Street and
Broadway “Sesame Street.”
Since its humble beginnings 50
years ago, this location has been
home to the Sesame Street Workshop Offices.
The beloved children’s show
highlights the beauty of different
cultures, friendship and learning
through creativity, all while educating the world’s most impressionable population.
While other children’s shows
have come and gone, Sesame Street
remains as a competitive success
because of its relativity in addition
to the framework of its educational
programming.
Each segment features every day
problems and the skills needed to
solve them, the use of various cast
members and puppets that capture
the essence of its diverse audience,
with an abundance of imagination
floods the minds of children and
parents alike.
The lyrics, “Can you tell me how
to get to Sesame Street,” when the
show begins is a smart marketing tactic that appeals to families
across the globe, as it is broadcasted in 120 countries.
The catchy theme song brings
into existence the thought that
thousands of children have
dreamed of — a chance at stepping
foot into the friendly neighborhood
that is home to so many of their favorite characters.
Though children may not get to
visit Sesame Street in real life, the
show is representative of New York
City in various lights.
Similar to New York City, the fic-

tional urban street is filled with an
array of passersby, locals conversing at the corner store and your average neighborhood grouch.
In addition to this, Sesame Street
has traditionally portrayed nonwhite actors and actresses; breaking cultural barriers early on.
In describing the positive impact the show has had on our
children, de Blasio stated, “There
is also something beautiful for us
watching when they were young
to see our own city, even our own
neighborhood portrayed in Sesame

Street."
After five decades, the effects
of Sesame Street are generational,
as parents are able to present the
same wonder and heart of the show
to their children.
From learning how to share to
building self-esteem and understanding food insecurity, Sesame
Street is no stranger to bringing
complex topics to light.
A range of topics have been featured, including the catastrophic
events of the Sept. 11 attacks and
Hurricane Katrina, and sensitive

issues likes childbirth and child
abuse.
The show has successfully allowed for children to gain a different perspective and better understanding of the issues that they may
face in their own neighborhoods,
and appropriate conflict resolutions.
Though federal funding from
the Federal Communications
Commission ended in 1981, donations from viewers and large
endowments from organizations
such as the Carnegie Corporation

and the Ford Foundation led to the
introduction of books, music, toys
and more.
Today, Sesame Street Workshop’s new mission statement
encompasses, “Helping children
grow smarter, stronger and kinder,” stated creative director Brown
Johnson.
As technology improves, Sesame
Street has become more modernized, but has remained grounded
to its core values while showcasing the magic that makes children
open to the excitement of life.

COURTESY OF SESAME WORKSHOP

In honor of Sesame Street's 50th anniversary, New York City officially named West 63rd Street and Broadway "Sesame Street" and declared May 1, "Sesame Street Day."
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‘Camp' theme celebrates flamboyant fashion at 2019 Met Gala
AYSE KELCE

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
The 71st Costume Institute Gala
took place at the Metropolitan Museum of Art on May 6.
The invite-only Met Gala takes
place on the first Monday of every
May, with a different theme each
year that is centered on the theme
of the new exhibition displayed at
the Met.
This year’s theme was Camp:
Notes on Fashion, inspired by Susan Sontag’s 1964 essay “Notes on
Camp."
Designers partner up with celebrities to present their most edgy
and iconic costumes.
This year’s theme was encouraging exaggerated fashion, in contrast to last year’s theme Heavenly
Bodies: Fashion and the Catholic
Imagination.
Although, after the massive
gowns and headpieces that last
year’s gala hosted, it was challenging for designers to top the magnificent experience.
This year’s gala was co-chaired
by Harry Styles, Lady Gaga, Serena
Williams and the creative director
of Gucci, Alessandro Michele.
Harry Styles wore a black Gucci
sheer blouse, and the little details
— like his single pearl earring as
well as his nail polish — caught the
attention of the fashion admirers.
Jared Leto was wearing Gucci
just like last year, but this year, he
was also carrying a very realistic
head that looked like his own as
an accessory. Dakota Johnson was
one of Gucci’s guests as well, wearing a dark pink gown with a heart
shape on the chest.
Lady Gaga had four outfit
changes. As the co-chair, she arrived with a huge pink Brandon
Maxwell gown.
Once she took off the gown, she

was standing with a black dress on.
Under the black dress, there was a
more tightly fitting pink dress.
Just when the audience thought
that it was over, Gaga stripped
down to her underwear.
Her outfits in particular were
not as fascinating as the fact that
she managed to serve four looks in
one night.
Serena Williams wore a yellow
Versace gown with pink touches,
and chose to wear Nike Air x OffWhite sneakers underneath.
Katy Perry showed up with a
40-pound chandelier dress, while
Zendaya’s dress also lit up with a
“magic trick” and transformed her
into Cinderella.
Janelle Monáe’s blinking dress
and Cara Delevingne’s prideinspired Dior jumpsuit were also
iconic. Jennifer Lopez’s dress was
one of the last pieces Luigi Massi,
who died last month, worked on.
Due to the unexpected loss, Lopez was very emotional during the
fitting, according to the paper New
York Post's celebrity column, “Page
Six.”
Gigi Hadid’s icy Michael Kors
bodysuit was probably one of the
most edgy outfits. From Kors' crystal head piece to the details in her
makeup, she was a good example of
exaggerated fashion.
After the black Alexander Wang
look last year, Kylie Jenner was in
purple feathers from head-to-toe
this year.
Kendall Jenner wore a dress
with similar feature as her sister’s,
only with a different design and an
orange color.
The Jenners were criticized last
year because the lack of relevance
their dresses had with the theme.
This year, however, they lacked the
excitement and glory of the Met
Gala with their not-so-special outfits.

JOHNNY DUFORT | THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART

Jeremy Scott's ensembles for the House of Moschino in their spring-summer 2018 collection are on display at the Camp: Notes on
Fashion exhibit in the Metropolitan Musuem of Art alongside other exaggerated and ironicly iconic looks until September 2019.
The Met’s pink carpet noticed
an absence of the gala’s constant
unofficial stars, Sarah Jessica Parker and Blake Lively.
Both actresses are famous for
their fashion taste, as well as the
characters they played in Sex and

the City and Gossip Girl, respectively.
Lively’s gown and hair accessory from last year were legendary,
and it is assumed that she did not
attend the gala due to her pregnancy this year.

Rihanna, who was one of the
co-chairs of the Met Gala 2018, also
did not make an appearance for
this year’s event.
The theme of Met Gala 2020 will
be announced in October.

Hadestown mixes Greek myths with charm to entertain audiences
BY BENJAMIN WALLIN

ARTS AND STYLE EDITOR

It's hard not to see the parallels between Broadway musicals
Hadestown and Hamilton: the two
started off as concept albums, had
world premieres in New York and
within a few years, made it onto
Broadway, garnering over a dozen
Tony nominations.
They each take old tales that
are part of the fundamental Western storytelling mythos and adapt
them into creative, fresh takes on
the material.
Nothing will likely match the
cultural phenomenon of Hamilton
any time soon, but with 14 Tony
nominations in less than two weeks
after opening on Broadway, Hadestown has proven itself enough
as a show that should be seen while
tickets are still available.
Hadestown, Anaïs Mitchell's
neo-folk musical, tells the story of
doomed lovers Orpheus and Eurydice — from one of the betterknown Greek myths — relative
to the May-December romance
between Hades and Persephone,
which is really more of an AprilSeptember thing, as Persephone
alternates half-years between being on Earth and being with her
husband, lord of the underworld.
Constructed as something akin
to magical realism, Hadestown acknowledges the fact that it takes
place in a “world of gods and men,”
while avoiding much show of
mythological power.
Hermes, the messenger god
and narrator of the story, is played
by the magnificently worldly André
De Shields, sporting tasseled elbows in place of winged feet.
Along with De Shields, the entire principle cast is at the top of
their game. As Orpheus, Reeve Carney perfectly embodies the soulful,
penniless poet and musician work-

COURTESY OF MATTHEW MURPHY

Hadestown stars actors Reeve Carney and Eva Noblezada as Orpheus and Eurydice, the iconic Greek myth characters who are retold using modern music styles.
ing on a song to bring back spring.
Opposite Carney is Eva Noblezada, playing the tragic Eurydice, poignantly struggling with
hunger as her husband doesn’t notice her suffering.
Their relationship certainly has
its high points, but it’s also made
up of isolated moments through
which the two characters’ failing
love can be romanticized.
A lot of the fun to be had in Hadestown is with its big, brassy numbers, especially as sung by the Fates
— the three destiny-controlling
goddesses played by Jewelle Blackman, Yvette Gonzalez-Nacer and
Kay Trinidad.
Songs like “Way Down Hadestown” and “When the Chips Are
Down” are great examples of the
New Orleans-style sound the retelling has to offer. The Fates are cruel,

but they’re not bad guys, and when
they take away food, clothing and
shelter, their smirking, swaggering
roles are enough to enamor them
to any audience.
Couched in dehumanizing,
capitalist language, Hades offers
Faustian bargains to those who are
starving, with contracts that turn
humans into unnamed, soot-covered labor forces.
The big finale to Act I is the
song “Why We Build the Wall,” and
whether the message was originally written as a reference to the aspirations of the current U.S. president, the whole social struggle of
the show feels ham-fisted.
Patrick Page’s portrayal of Hades toes the line of camp, with exaggerated deliveries that sound like
imitations of Ivan Moody singing
Five Finger Death Punch’s cover of

“House of the Rising Sun.”
In his leather jacket and sunglasses, Hades cuts an impressive
figure sitting and watching the action unfold from a balcony tavern
seat when the show opens, but the
more he talks, the less imposing he
seems.
The real power of darkness is in
Bradley King’s lighting design, at its
strongest when the lights go down
and lanterns haunt the stage.
Hadestown stays in memory
because of its moments. As Persephone, Amber Gray takes over the
stage with a brash roughness, especially in a song like “Our Lady of the
Underground.”
In the appearances of the
show’s symbolic red flower, the
songs from Orpheus that harken
back to romances of old there is a
heightening of story, haunting long

after the last bow.
The show socks no emotional
punch with Orpheus’ climactic,
love-dooming turn-around — an
element of the myth that has to be
a part of any telling — but the songs
that bookend the moment do.
Hermes sings about the way
the myth will be told over and over
despite how much it hurts. There’s
something missing in the emotions
of it all, but it still feels old, timeless
and meaningful.
Hadestown has a life in it that
goes beyond the ancient, translated verse of Greek mythology. It’s
not just because of the band members on stage that the music feels
alive.
Hadestown has a story that resonates even for the least Greek-literate out there, and it’s got plenty of
fun to be had.
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Vampire Weekend releases longawaited album after six-year hiatus
BY MIGUEL MODESTO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Like every indie rock band
from the 2000s that was successful, Vampire Weekend has finally
ended its hiatus to return with a
new album, Father of the Bride. In
the lead-up to the release of the album, the band was able to keep its
structure as a group, even with the
departure of producer and instrumentalist, Rostam Batmanglij.
With this new release, the band
has stripped its African worldbeat
roots for a pop rock sound that is
more mainstream; however that
does not mean the album lacks
creativity or enjoyment.
Longtime fans of Vampire
Weekend will notice that Father
of the Bride is a departure from
the band’s early sound, found on
its self-titled debut and second
record, Contra. Instead, Vampire
Weekend explores a much simpler
sound that is easily accessible for
most listeners.
The album includes the first
guest appearances on a Vampire
Weekend album. Danielle Haim
of the band Haim makes appearances on the opening track, “Hold
on Now” and then on “Married in
a Gold Rush” and “We Belong Together.” Her voice alongside Ezra
Koenig’s singing adds a layer of
harmony that provides these tracks
a little more life than the rest.
Steve Lacy of The Internet
also makes an appearance on the
single, “Sunflower” and “Flower
Moon.” Both tracks that Lacy appears on come after one another
on the track listing. As a result,
these two tracks stand out due to
Lacy’s inclusion and are a highlight
of the album.
The album is able to keep a lis-

tener interested due to the simple
song structures and instrumentation by the band.
Koenig has a very distinct style
of guitar playing that is only amplified by the simple approach the
band has taken for this album.This
can be found on tracks, “Unbearably White” and “Harmony Hall.”
The track “Harmony Hall” showcases Koenig ’s fingerpicking while
“Unbearably White” showcases
the catchy licks he is able to lay
down to have them stuck in your
head for the rest of the day.
Koenig’s singing also sounds
incredible on this album. His style
of singing perfectly fits the alternative rock pop sound the band
showcases. On the track “Sunflower,” Koenig showcases his vocal range as he sings alongside the
catchy riff of the track. On the ballad “Jerusalem, New York, Berlin,”
Koenig’s performance is able to express a lot of emotion that ends the
album on a high note.
Although the band moves away
from the Baroque pop sound it is
known for, the band explores different elements of pop music that
is able to keep the band interesting
to listen to.
On the opening track, the band
includes a child choir and also
samples "God Yu Tekkem Laef
Blong Mi," composed by Hans
Zimmer. This is most likely due to
producer Ariel Rechtshaid, who
has previously worked with artists
like Madonna, U2 and Major Lazer.
The band not only changed the
direction of its sound but also the
lyricism on the album. The band
brilliantly disguises the melancholic themes found on the album
with the upbeat catchy instrumentals.
The track “Harmony Hall”

discusses the increase of hatred
against groups of people, in particular anti-Semitism against the
Jewish community.
The track “This Life” has the
tropes of a catchy summer song
while being about a broken relationship. Koenig’s songwriting
continues the witty and clever elements that fans have become accustomed to.
The album’s biggest fault is its
length. At an hour long, the album
tests the patience of the listener.
The band finds itself coming off as
bland at some points in the album.
The album’s fifth song, “Big
Blue,” is forgettable at best. It is disappointing for Vampire Weekend
to move away from what made it
interesting when it first came to the
music scene; however, the band is
still capable of creating an album
that is enjoyable.
After a six-year wait, fans of
Vampire Weekend are given an
hour’s worth of content that will
satisfy them until the next time
the band releases new material.
Father of the Bride, musically, is
the band’s most simple-sounding
album yet still manages to retain
the grand sound that it has become
known for.
The album has its low points,
however, the strengths that the
band encompasses is able to outweigh them. The songwriting and
different levels of production is
able to create an experience that is
a good addition to the diverse discography the band has.
For anyone who had any doubts
that Vampire Weekend was capable of staying relevant, this album
is able to disprove those doubts
because what this new project
demonstrates is that the band is
not going anywhere.

Sleep No More's ominous atmosphere
and interactive space delights guests
BY E.DAAR

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In what seems to be the love
child between a haunted house
and an escape room, Punchdrunk’s
Sleep No More is an immersive theater experience that stands apart
from the rest. What elevates this
experience beyond others in this
trend of high-production-value
experimental theater is the sheer
attention to detail and the creation
of atmosphere.
Sleep No More is located in
the McKittrick Hotel, a fictionally abandoned building, which is
given a new life just for this show.
Guests linger in the Manderley Bar
prior to entry.
Once they are invited inside,
there is no sitting, no playbill and
no stage. Instead audience members are free to roam about the five
floors freely and independently.
Solitude is encouraged, speaking
is prohibited and exploration is a
must.
All books can be taken off the
shelves and read, all globes can be
spun and all desk drawers can be
searched. This excess of detail is
exactly what audiences crave when
they sit in their red velvet seats at
the theater and wonder “is he really reading from that book or is
it a blank prop and a recitation of
lines?” On that curiosity, Sleep No
More delivers.
This is mainly the result of the
work of Beatrice Minns, the microset designer for Sleep No More. Her
meticulous details complement
Livi Vaughan’s realistic set design
to create that uncanny feeling
while exploring the McKittrick Hotel that guests are intruding upon
the home of someone that has died
long ago, but has never really left.

While exploring the atmosphere is half the entertainment,
the actual theater portion of Sleep
No More comes in the form of actors interacting with the environment via narrative loops.
Some character loops are fairly
stagnant, frequenting only a few of
the same rooms, while others have
much more dynamic tracks that
might even move between floors.
The concept is having to follow
a character to keep up with a particular story line but in doing so,
Punchdrunk delivers essentially
the truest form of a first-person
narrative.
Despite having an open universe to explore, guests cannot
help but become focused on following the character on their journey.
With Euan Maybank’s lighting
design, at times it can be hard to
see anything else. It is dark inside
the McKittrick; just dark enough so
that you can see the hand in front
of your face, but not much else.
It is a clever darkness though;
the audience is told that they can
explore to their heart’s desire, but
it is Maybank’s light design that
truly acts as a guide. Before even
entering the Manderley bar, guests
must traverse a dark, twisted corridor where the only guides are
small lights dispersed stingily on
the floor. While “spooky,” this design also strategically teaches visitors that the dark corners are no
place to linger.
Sleep No More is a highly interpretive piece. Actors favor motion
over speech, often breaking into
dance when their music starts to
play. Maxine Doyle’s choreography is bewitching but can become
a little repetitive
What is truly magical is Stephen

Dobbie’s sound design which accompanies such movement. The
transitions are clean, the timing
impeccable, and the suspenseful
Hitchcockian tracks were chased
with period tunes to break the tension.
What is truly most impressive
about this Punchdrunk production is the skillful coordination of
the narrative loops which revolve
around the music and sound cues.
Without an attentive ear, it is almost impossible to track where the
music repeats, but it must because
all of the storylines have points
where they dance or even mouth
the words to a song.
There is but one bone to pick
with Punchdrunk’s production of
Sleep No More: the price. The factors that makes this show unique
is also what makes the price difficult to accept. The ability to choose
your own path is priceless, but
with several story loops it is literally impossible to see all of them in
one go.
So instead of paying a lofty fee
to experience something just once,
audience members are tossed out
too soon with burning questions
and no sense of closure. To expect
audience members to pay over
100 dollars per ticket and only get
to see a portion of the show feels
something like a scam.
It would be wrong to continue
singing the praises of Sleep No
More in a student newspaper without emphasizing this barrier to
entry.
Overall, Sleep No More delivers on every aspect of storytelling.
There is a mastery to the craft on
both a micro and macro level and
an understanding of the human
condition. If only every human
could have a chance to see it.
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Science & Technology
Caffeine isn’t just for your coffee: it can boost solar panels too
BY ISRAEL CATALAN

STAFF WRITER

Coffee is what keeps New York
running in the morning, but it
could also lead to changes in the
energy industry.
In a recent study by the University of California, Los Angeles and
scientists at Solargiga Energy, a
Chinese manufacturing enterprise
for photovoltaic products, caffeine
could be a viable replacement for
materials in solar cells.
Solar cells are used to convert
light energy to electricity and are
found in great numbers in solar
panels.
In the scientific world, solar
panels haven’t reached their peak
performance potential yet because
they usually do not absorb all of the
solar energy that the sun provides.
As a result, the solar panel industry is constantly working on
improving their electricity efficiency. To help increase light absorption, perovskite solar cells use
a perovskite layer, which helps in
absorbing more light and increasing the efficiency of solar panels.
The perovskite layer over the
years has been changed and manipulated to make it more stable
and efficient but remains a key
malleable component in solar cells.
Researchers confessed joking about coffee as a resource for
a perovskite layer. It was only after looking into the topic that they
found caffeine to be very similar to
materials in the perovskite.
Scientists added caffeine to a solar panel made up of 40 solar cells

and discovered a great “molecular
bond” between the perovskite and
caffeine.
When running numbers, the solar panel showed an increase from
17 percent light absorption to 19.8
percent light absorption.
Solar cells with caffeine bonds
were tested in comparison to normal solar cells in a stability test.
The stability test consisted of both
types of solar cells being placed inside a solution that best simulates
the environment they will be in,
which was at a body temperature of
37 degrees Celsius.
After the stability test, the caffeine solar cells maintained 86 percent of their original state, while
the controlled solar cell group only
maintained 60 percent. This is because the caffeine increased the
panel’s heat resistance and thermal
efficiency.
The research team pointed out
that the application of caffeine
is only useful on perovskite solar
panels as other types of solar panels vary differently. Some solar
panels can reach 22 percent light
absorption, which is higher than
perovskite solar panels, but these
are more prone to warping via heat
and time.
Perovskite panels are easier to
produce and more likely to suit
customers’ preferences than silicon panels. Caffeine could be a
leading cause in making solar panels become much cheaper. Any improvement in the solar energy field
is crucial in the development of
commercial applications.
The solar energy market has

PIXABAY

Caffeine can be a substitute to traditional solar cells and can be more efficient at converting light to electricity than other methods
grown significantly from research
like this. Solar energy panels typically last 25 years and look appealing to consumers who pay monthly
electric bills, and prefer a single
purchase.
Solar energy is not the only
source of renewable energy. Renewable energy sources like wind
turbines and wave energy converters are growing more common.
The main issue with most energy

resources is the expensive upfront
cost of energy plants. Most innovative renewable energy sources are
restrained by costs but have shown
promise.
Thirty-one percent of homes
in Iowa are powered by wind turbines, according to the American
Wind Energy Association.
In wind turbines, wind energy
from the air induces a mechanical
reaction that results in electrical

energy. Communities have shown
concern for wildlife as birds are
likely to be struck down by one of
the propellers in wind turbines.
It’s a wonder that an organic
material like caffeine can fit into a
complex system like solar panels
and help benefit scientific research.
It is important to consider that a
joke, like coffee in solar panels, can
drastically evolve into something
worthwhile and beneficial.

TEXT BY HUGH SHIN, GRAPHICS BY ALI HUSSAIN

The quality of modern video games can truly be mind-boggling, and is enjoyed all over the world. Making up a $100 billion industry with two out of every three American households playing games, it is amazing to think that in just a few decades, the technology has improved so much. However, everything has to start somewhere and video games had their beginnings on
computers the size of rooms.
Video game technology has constantly been improving. From better game engines for improved performance to mind-boggling art, animation and modeling that makes you question whether you’re
seeing live actors or 3D models, video games have strived to push the boundaries of art and technology to provide surreal and stimulating experiences for users across the globe.

During the mid-1900s, computers were much larger and only some universities and
large companies could afford one. Since the technology was new, few understood what the
computer was capable of, and even less had knowledge on how mathematical equations
could accomplish so many different things.
It was the “OXO” game made by British professor A.S. Douglas in 1952 and William
Higinbotham’s 1958 computer game “Tennis for Two” that fascinated public interest and
investment. Programming games also allowed developers to take a break from their regular
duties and test not only their ingenuity, but the capabilities of computers.

With its initial success, Atari continued to produce more consoles, improving their design
with each generation to include interchangeable game cartridges that could be purchased
separately. Unfortunately, the demand for video games was overestimated and with too
much supply and little demand, the video game industry faced a crash in sales during the
1980s. Too many games and consoles had been produced and the competition was too tight,
and the pressure to churn out more and more games resulted in lower quality games, with
Atari’s game “E.T.” being famously known as one of the worst video games produced.
With computers becoming smaller and more versatile in its functions, the need to buy
a console just to play games seemed like an unnecessary cost. Many companies including
the leading company Atari, struggled to stay in business. That was until a Japanese company
called Nintendo released the Nintendo Entertainment System, also known as the NES, in
1985. With a new wave of commercial success, video games had been reintroduced into
American life and are still being enjoyed today. Nintendo continued to prove the success of
video games with the 8-bit Gameboy, a handheld device that could be carried around.
Much of the development of video game technology is stimulated by competition. And
in 1989, Sega released its own console, the Genesis, that boasted superior technology compared to the NES. With the release of “Sonic the Hedgehog” in 1991, the Genesis console
experienced huge success as it finally surpassed its rival. In response, Nintendo released a
Super NES console that offered even better quality.

In the 1960s, a group of MIT students, Steve Russell and his friends, created the revolutionary game “Spacewar!” The school allowed the students to use the computer to program
a game on three conditions described by the Smithsonian; “to utilize as many of the computer’s resources as possible and to push those resources to the limit, for the game to remain
interesting even after repeated viewings by implementing variability upon different runs
and for the game to be interactive.”
“Spacewar!,” influenced by Russell and his friends’ interest in science fiction, achieved all
three of these requirements by creating a game about spaceship multiplayer combat. At its
success, computer engineering programs spread like wildfire to other universities.
However, gaming technology still faced a big obstacle: the size of computers and, subsequently, their accessibility. Since these computers were expensive and could only be handled by a small circle of individuals, successful games like “Spacewar!” could not be enjoyed
by everyone. It was with the invention of the television that brought video games to the
homes of the average American. Sanders Associates Inc. engineer Ralph Baer began working in 1966 with the help of Sanders technician Bob Tremblay to bring video games to TVs.
In 1967, the two created the TV Game Unit #1. This device allowed a user to control the
movement of a single dot on the television screen. The possibility of interactivity was established and as a result, and more programs were developed with more complex designs and
functions. . By 1972, the Magnavox Odyssey device was released as the first device capable
of multiplayer gameplay with multiprogram video game systems. Unfortunately, the Magnavox Odyssey faced a similar issue of accessibility as it was only compatible with Magnavox
televisions.
Despite the disappointing sales performance of the Magnavox Odyssey, developers
were hard at work to continue making better games. Nolan Bushnell, a fan of “Spacewar!,”
envisioned the possibility of having video games as easily accessible as pinball machines.
Remembering his childhood fun with these games, Bushnell thought “Spacewar!” could be
successful as a coin-operated machine.
Coin-operating device manufacturer Nutting Associates released Bushnell’s idea in 1971
with the name “Computer Space.” However, due to difficulties ranging from changing
“Spacewar!” from a two-player to single-player game, Computer Space was ultimately unsuccessful. However, Bushnell still believed in the success of coin-operated video games and
with his partner Ted Dabney, formed Atari Inc. in 1972 with the release of the “Pong” video
game machine. A massive success, coin-operated video games were the new hit sensation.
A home version of “Pong” was released and sold 150,000 units in its first year compared to
the 200,000 Magnavox Odyssey sold in three years.

Video games continued to experience increasing success as games like “Street Fighter II” and “Mortal Kombat” captured the hearts of fans. However, it also raised
concerns regarding the psychological effects of violent
games and these concerns still echo today. As a result,
Sega created the Videogame Rating Council in 1993 to
include ratings with their games so that the younger demographic of video gamers — and their parents — would
be wary of violent video games. This council eventually
lead to the Entertainment Software Rating Board, a content rating system that is used by all video games, even
today.

Many more companies have sprung up to offer different benefits of their own console.
Companies like Sega and Nintendo ushered in a new age of video game technology in the
late 1990s as 3D gaming brought an even more immersive experience to gamers.
Different companies viciously competed to get the upper hand as they pushed the
boundaries of technology to produce better games; Sega released the first 32-bit console
in 1995 called the Saturn system, able to play games on CDs rather than unique cartridges,
Sony released the PlayStation, more affordable than the Saturn system, and Nintendo released the Nintendo 64, all within the same year.
However, Sony’s PlayStation was the most successful due to its third-party support, which
offered a versatile service to enhance the console’s basic functions.
The PlayStation 2’s backwards compatibility released for its previous version would make
it the best-selling game console in the video game industry.
An idea that was ahead of its time, the Sega Dreamcast competed against the PlayStation
2’s success — as well as the Nintendo GameCube and the first Xbox, both released in 2001 —
by introducing online gaming.
Unfortunately, the Dreamcast was very unsuccessful in sales and Sega decided to become a third-party software company, with only 36 games produced for the Dreamcast in
10 years — mostly by fans of the Dreamcast who found it easy to hack the console and port
indie games.
For the next couple of years, competition entailed better graphics quality and added functions like backwards compatibility, use of DVDs and Blu-rays, third-party support and more.
The Xbox 360 and Sony’s PlayStation 3 were mostly similar in its quality, however the Xbox
360 implemented a successful online gaming platform with many dedicated players.
It also introduced the Kinect, a new leap of technology in the video game industry. A motion capture system that brought a new level of interactivity to players, the Kinect was state of
the art, however, it was Nintendo’s Wii that really sold motion capture video games.
While the console was inferior to the PlayStation 3 or Xbox 360 in a technological sense,
the Wii quickly sold motion capture mechanics by including various games like Wii Sports
that appealed to not only gamers, but a much wider demographic. The Wii also encouraged
some physical activity, which also appealed to members of older generations who may not
receive as much exercise as they need.

During the late 2000s and onward, social media and film production greatly popularized
video games. Smart phones with improved capabilities of running better mobile games further promoted the industry.
The next step in video game technology came in 2011 with “Skylanders: Spyro’s Adventure.” This game allowed players to purchase small plastic figures that could be placed on
the console which unlocked new content and enabled these plastic figures to come to life
in your screen.
In 2013, Nintendo released the Wii U that marked the ability to play games on your
controller, which included a touch screen. While the Wii U was initially met with positive
reception, issues with the controller’s battery life and lack of consumer adoption lead it to fail
in competition against Microsoft’s Xbox One and Sony’s PlayStation 4, and it was ultimately
discontinued in 2017.
The next wave of consoles came with Sony’s 2016 release of the PlayStation 4 Pro, with
4k video output. During this time, Nintendo released its Nintendo Switch which met very
successful reception and Microsoft following in late 2017 with its Xbox One X.
With their new revamped consoles, both Sony and Microsoft currently have their sights
set on virtual reality gaming, a technology that has the potential to change the way players
experience video games.
In what is now approaching three decades, video game technology has skyrocketed not
only in the quality of content and art, but innovation in its technology, with VR gaming as
the new frontier. The Oculus Rift, released in 2010, brought VR goggles to the market and
the technology was shared, with Sony quickly releasing its own VR headset named Project
Morpheus. Other companies are quickly working to implement VR technology into video
games to create a completely immersive experience where reality blends with virtual reality.
“VRChat,” created by Graham Gaylor and Jesse Joudrey and published by Microsoft in
2017, has received massively positive reception with videos on YouTube showing wacky interactions with character models that players have created.
The possibilities of virtual reality gaming are endless and just one of the many technological innovations of the video game industry. What will the next technological innovation
bring?
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The Bearcat Beat:
Men's baseball, volleyball, tennis teams clinch CUNYAC title

DENIS GOSTEV | BARUCH ATHLETICS

The Baruch Bearcats completed a CUNYAC title trifecta, with the men's baseball, volleyball and tennis teams clinching regular season conference championships and securing their spots in their NCAA Tournaments.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Baseball
For the fourth time in school
history and the first time in seven
years, the Baruch College Bearcats
baseball team won the CUNYAC
Championship.
The Bearcats swept the fourtime defending champions, the
College of Staten Island Dolphins
in a best of three series, having won
the first game by a score of 4-2 and
taking care of business in Game 2
by a score of 5-3.
The Dolphins came out determined to tie the series, going
ahead 3-0 after two innings. Then
Matthew Lawlor was brought on to
quiet the Staten Island bats.
The sophomore allowed just
one run in his 5.2 innings of work.
Lawlor's most important out may
have been his first. With the bases
loaded in the first inning, and with
two runs already in, the Dolphins
were poised to take a commanding
lead. Lawlor, however, got the first
batter he faced to groundout and
keep the game within reach.
The Bearcats’ offense finally
came alive in the third inning. After
an Angelo Alessandro walk and a
Davic Capellan single, tournament
MVP Jorge Keith Mercado hit a
single up the middle to bring home
both runners and cut the deficit to
3-2.
Some sharp defense helped
keep the Bearcats within a run.
First baseman Conor McCabe
pulled off the hidden ball trick on

a Dolphin base runner to get the
Bearcats out of a jam in the second
inning. McCabe also made a stellar
catch leaning over the railing of the
Bearcat dugout to retire a batter in
the sixth inning.
In the sixth inning, McCabe led
the inning off with a hard-hit double to left field.
Michael McGroarty then drove
him in with a single, tying the game
at 3 points. Liam O’Gara then put
the Bearcats ahead for the first time
in the game with an RBI groundout, driving home Kemal Deljanin.
O'Gara scored himself on an RBI
single by Alessandro, adding an insurance run to give the Bearcats a
5-3 lead.
Nicholas D’Angelo came into
the seventh inning in a very tough
spot.
With the bases loaded and just
one out, the sophomore flamethrower got exactly what he needed
from the first batter he faced — a
ground ball double play to end
the inning unblemished. D'Angelo
then retired the next five batters he
faced.
But with two outs in the ninth
inning, the Dolphins looked to start
a comeback rally.
The Dolphins loaded the bases
and had the tying run on second
base, but D'Angelo kept his composure and got the batter to fly out to
Deljanin in center field.
D’Angelo earned the save after
keeping the Dolphins scoreless
over the final 2.2 innings, securing
the Bearcats’ first CUNYAC title in

seven years.
Fresh off winning the CUNYAC
championship, the Bearcats will
now turn their attention to the
NCAA Play-In series against the
Eagles of Husson University in Bangor, Maine.
The Bearcats and Eagles will
square off in a three-game series
starting on May 10 and May 11
in Bangor. Due to concerns over
weather, the games could be moved
to May 11 and May 12.
The CUNYAC and North Atlantic Conference are each without an automatic berth, but the
two conferences have a two-year
agreement in which each champion playing against each other will
earn a coveted NCAA Tournament
berth.
The NAC will host first this year,
while next season the CUNYAC
will host to decide who plays in the
NCAA Tournament.
Men's Tennis
The men's tennis team defeated
the College of Staten Island to win
its third straight CUNYAC Championship on May 3.
The Bearcats started slowly losing two of three in doubles, but
came storming back in the singles
to win the first four matches to record the 5-2 win at the Billie Jean
King U.S. National Tennis Center in
Queens.
Per postseason rules, the match
was halted upon the Bearcats winning their fifth team point in singles
match No. 4.
Leonard Margolis was named

CUNYAC Championship MVP for
leading the team to the title and
berth to the NCAA.
In first doubles, Margolis
teamed with Abhinav Srivastava to
post a quick 8-0 shutout. He finished the match at second singles
for the team's fifth point by winning
6-3, 6-2.
Hudson Kaylie and Srivastava
posted convincing wins in singles,
with Kaylie sweeping through in
straight sets 6-0, 6-0 and Srivastava
nearly matching that performance
with a 6-1, 6-0 straight sets victory
during match No. 4.
The Bearcats will play Goucher
College from Towson, Maryland
in their first round matchup in the
2019 NCAA Men's Tennis Tournament at Middlebury College in Vermont.
The winner will take on Middlebury, with the winner of that game
moving on to the regional final.
The Bearcats will be making their ninth appearance in the
NCAA Tournament and will be
playing against Goucher for the
first time.
Men's Volleyball
Just a few weeks prior, the men's
volleyball team began the CUNYAC title trifecta by winning its first
title since 2015 and defeating the
Hunter College Hawks in five exciting sets on April 12 at the Hunter
Sportsplex.
Nicholas Godino was named
the championship MVP after he
pounded out 16 kills against Hunter. He started the evening with nine

kills in a tough four-set win to defeat the City College of New York in
the semifinals.
The Bearcats used timely hitting
and broke open a late tie at 21-21 in
the fourth set by notching four of
the last six points en route to forcing the fifth set tie-breaker.
The Hawks jumped out to a 3-0
lead in the fifth set, but the Bearcats
never lost their composure and
scored five of the last eight points
to win their 10th CUNYAC title.
The Bearcats have competed
against Hunter in 10 of the last 12
championships, dating back to
2005.
The championship match going
five sets has happened seven times
in CUNYAC history and this year
was the first since 2016.
The Bearcats lost in three sets
to the SUNY New Paltz Hawks in
their NCAA tournament first round
match on April 19 at Endicott College.
The No. 9 nationally ranked
Hawks totaled 51 kills, hitting .363,
while the Bearcats had 32 kills, hitting .267.
The Bearcats battled hard in the
match, but the Hawks managed to
stay consistently ahead to pull out
the win.
Artem Zinkin led the attack with
10 kills and Meni Musheyev totaled
six blocks in the Bearcats' fifth appearance in the NCAA. Rookie Stallone Shankar dished out 23 assists
in the tough neutral site loss.
Finally, Nick Smith led New
Paltz with 15 kills hitting .500.
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MLB Contenders and Pretenders: Dodgers' offense leads surge
BY ISAIAH HINTON

STAFF WRITER

Another week of the season
has passed, as teams and players
across the Majors will head into the
second month of the season with
buoyed expectations for their remaining 125 games.
At this point of the campaign, it
would be premature to say with a
definite level of certainty who will
make the postseason. However,
that is what makes baseball so great
and fun to watch.
Every team can have a surprise
player, any player can hit a walk-off
grand slam against one of the best
ballclubs in the league and anybody can be the reason that their
team wins a game.
Here are this week’s contenders
and pretenders.
Contender: Los Angeles Dodgers
The two-time, defending National League champions are once
again looking toward October with
hope in their hearts. This time, they
are led by outfielder Cody Bellinger.
So far, Bellinger is having one of
the best seasons in league history,
leading the Majors with a .412 batting average, as well as a .486 onbase percentage and a .840 slugging percentage.
Bellinger is destroying baseballs
like no other, hitting 14 home runs
and driving in a league-leading 38
runs.
Bellinger is literally the most
valuable player in Major League
Baseball, accumulating a 3.6 wins
above replacement rating. However, the Dodgers are not solely relying on Bellinger for production,
as the team is sixth in the league in
batting average and fourth in onbase percentage.

KEN LUND | FLICKR

Outfielder Joc Pederson makes
up for his low average at the plate
with 10 home runs and 18 runs batted in, a display of his incredible
power.
Third baseman Justin Turner
and first baseman Max Muncy are
both showing great patience at the
plate, earning 17 walks apiece. The
hitting corps for the Dodgers are
showing up and showing out. On
the other hand, the pitching is just
grateful for the hitting.
The Dodgers’ pitching is respectable, compared to the rest
of the league. Kenta Maeda has
pitched the most, with inconsistent
results.
The best starting pitcher in
terms of earned run average is
Hyun-Jin Ryu, posting a 2.55 ERA
along with a 3-1 record and 39
strikeouts. Julio Urias has emerged
as a promising young gun, posting
the highest strikeouts per nine inning ratio on the team.
Of course, one cannot forget the
ace of the staff, Clayton Kershaw.

Coming back from injury, Kershaw
will not come back to form immediately. But talent wins out, and the
Dodgers’ talent will guide them to
October.
Coming in Hot but Still a Pretender: Arizona Diamondbacks
Besides the uniforms constantly
changing, the seemingly endless
cast of no-names on the roster and
Chase Field, it feels like the D-backs
are just average.
It is easy to forget that they made
the playoffs only two years ago.
However, they are back in the conversation this year, mainly due to
their balance of hitting prowess and
great pitching.
Although that sounds weird,
especially after trading away their
best slugger in Paul Goldschmidt,
the D-backs lead the senior circuit
in batting average, and currently
have some of the best pitching talent in the league. At the plate, the
Diamondbacks are led by outfielder
David Peralta and third baseman
Eduardo Escobar.

They both have batting averages
over .300, with .312 and .302 respectively. In addition, they are showing
flashes of power, combining for 12
home runs and 45 runs batted in.
Another bright spot in the
Diamondbacks’ lineup is Goldschmidt’s replacement at first
base, Christian Walker. He has
the highest batting average on the
team at .314 with seven home runs
and 16 RBIs. While the hitting is
winning games, it is on the pitcher's
mound where the real diamonds of
the desert are to be found.
With all the crazy contracts that
are being signed by position players such as Mike Trout and Bryce
Harper, the player who makes the
most money per year is actually
Diamondbacks ace pitcher Zack
Greinke, at $35 million per year.
In 2019, Greinke is earning every penny of his ridiculous paycheck, registering five wins and a
3.42 ERA over eight starts, leading
the team with 50 strikeouts.
While Greinke’s pitching is ex-

pected, the pitching performances
of Luke Weaver are not. Currently
clocking in at 10 strikeouts per nine
innings, Weaver has earned three
wins in seven starts with a 3.29
ERA.
In the bullpen, closer Greg Holland has been the definition of
lockdown and has earned eight
saves in 12 games while holding
opponents to three hits all season.
To top off that early dominance, he
has an ERA below one.
Despite Arizona’s surge, the
road to the playoffs in the NL West
runs through Los Angeles.
So far, the Diamondbacks have
not proven that they can beat the
Dodgers, but they look good and
they have that all important quality
in efficient pitching.
Pretender: Pitching in General
Hitting is entertaining and all,
but pitching is what wins championships.
Currently, the league average
for ERA is about 4.35. This statistic
has been generally rising in the past
couple of years. In fact, 2015 represented the last time the league ERA
was below four.
This could be a systematic problem, as the league wants people in
the seats and eyes on the screen.
The bottom line is that fans would
rather see a shootout than a pitcher’s duel.
The major moments of this past
weekend emphasized that. The
Red Sox had 10 straight hits in the
third inning against the White Sox,
moonshots from Yoan Moncada
and Christian Yelich pumping balls
to the second deck.
It seems odd, but moments like
these have brought more attention
and interest in the game, which
cannot be ignored.

Youth and unsung heroes stepping up for short-handed Yankees
BY MATTEO FLAMIO

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

After the New York Yankees
completed their three-game series
sweep of the San Francisco Giants,
they went on to play the Arizona
Diamondbacks in a quick twogame set.
Coming into the series, many
believed that this would be where
Giancarlo Stanton may be able to
return to the team. However, this
was not the case.
Stanton has not played in a
game since March 31 when he injured his biceps.
All seemed fine until news broke
that he had to receive a cortisone
injection in his left shoulder.
This news did not bode well
with the team as it continues to
miss what many believed to be its
starting outfield this season in Aaron Hicks, Aaron Judge and Stanton.
Going in to Arizona, the Yankees sat at 17-11 on the season. In
this series, the Yankees’ bats were
quieted by the D-backs' pitching,
as they only scored three runs.
In Game 1, Zack Greinke
pitched a 7.2 inning gem, only giving up one run in the 3-1 victory
over the scorching Yankees.
In the second game, six Diamondbacks pitchers were used
to hold the Yankee bats, as they
squeaked out a 3-2 victory.
This put the Yankees at a 17-13
record and at a 6-3 record during
the West Coast road trip.
With the team being so shorthanded, this was seen as a great
sign.
The lineup consisted of young
players that had nothing to lose and
were putting everything out on the
field in order to win and the pitchers were lights out for the most part.
Their success and confidence were
important as they returned home
for a seven-game home stretch.

During the road trip, one of the
players was acknowledged by the
league for their contributions on
the field.
Luke Voit earned the American
League Player of the Week award
for April 28, after he put up a .433
batting average, including four
home runs and 10 RBIs.
In these seven games, the Yankees had a record of 6-1 and Voit
clearly stood out as the reason why.
Moving to their homestand, the
Yankees will have a three-game series against the Minnesota Twins,
then a four-game series against the
Seattle Mariners.
In the American League Central, the Twins have been a shock
to many.
They lead the division over the
Cleveland Indians by three games
and have a record of 21-12.
In their early success, the Twins
have received very good pitching
from both their starting rotation
and their bullpen, along with impressive numbers by their lineup.
The first game of the series was
a bummer for the Yankees even
though they were able to win 6-3.
At the end of the third inning,
starter James Paxton was taken out
with a knee injury, which led them
to rely on their bullpen for the remainder of the game.
In the six innings thrown by
five different Yankee relievers,
they only gave up two hits and two
runs, which came off a Nelson Cruz
home run.
After the game, the Yankees put
Paxton on the 10-day injured list
with knee inflammation.
The middle match was a disappointing one for the Yankees.
Another poor start by J.A. Happ
put the Yankees in a 4-0 deficit that
they were not able to overcome.
The bats were silenced by Jake
Odorizzi, who was later named AL
Player of the Week.
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Veterans and young players have played big roles for the Yankees while notable players have been riddled with injuries.
This 7-3 defeat for the Yankees
was their first loss to the Twins at
home since June 26, 2016.
In the rain-shortened final game
of the series, the Yankees were able
to take the series after another stellar performance by Domingo German.
In the eight innings played, the
Yankees won 4-1 and German went
6.2 innings with one run and seven
strikeouts.
The offense was given to by Mike
Tauchman, who extended the lead
to 4-1 in the fourth inning with a
two-run home run.
German may be the biggest surprise for the Yankees this season,
since his opportunity came after
ace Luis Severino went down with
his injury in Spring Training.

Many forget, but German was
seen as a throw-in to the Yankees
in their deal made with the Miami
Marlins in 2015, where they traded
away Martin Prado and received
Nathan Eovaldi, Garrett Cooper
and German.
In his fill-in role for the ace, he
has definitely pitched like one. German has a 6-1 record with an ERA
of 2.35 in 38.1 innings pitched.
In those 38.1 innings, he has
struck out 39 batters and has
only given up two home runs,
which was his weakness last season.
Throughout the entire American
League, German ranks tied for first
in wins, third in ERA, tied for third
in WHIP and first in hits per nine
innings.

German, along with James Paxton, CC Sabathia and Masahiro
Tanaka, have been much to blame
for the great start to the season.
The Yankees received some
good news about Miguel Andújar,
in that he was able to return to the
Bronx for the second game of the
Twins series.
Andújar's bat is a great add to
the lineup, and with the emergence
of Gio Urshela, he will be used a lot
in the designated hitter spot.
To continue the success that
the Yankees have seen to start the
season, they will hope for their
young players to continue contributing heavily to the team and once
they start getting some starters
back, they will be a true force to be
reckoned with.
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This offseason has the potential to be a franchise-altering one for the New York Rangers, with plenty of talented young prospects, high draft picks and cap space to potentially land one or two marquee free agents.

Blueshirts set for busy offseason filled with major storylines
BY FELIX MALAMUD

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

With the regular season and the
NHL Draft Lottery in the books, the
New York Rangers now shift their
focus toward the offseason. This
summer marks a crucial step for
the Blueshirts, as the front office
will look to accelerate the team’s
rebuild.
While it should be an exciting
next few months, general manager
Jeff Gorton and company will have
some extremely difficult decisions
to make.
Making the Rangers Great
Again
As a result of Glen Sather’s decision to step down from his role as
team president, the Blueshirts are
in search of a replacement. Sather
and team owner James Dolan will
lead the search for New York’s
new headman. Gorton’s job is not
at risk, as he will remain the franchise’s general manager.
When it comes to finding the
man who will work alongside Gorton to bring the Rangers back to
relevancy, New York has not casted
its net wide nor far. The Blueshirts’
brass currently has a particular
candidate in mind: John Davidson.
Davidson, a former Rangers
goaltender turned broadcaster, has
spent the last number of years as
the president of the Columbus Blue
Jackets. Davidson would be an excellent hire for the Blueshirts. The
only setback in prying him away
from Columbus would be the success they had this postseason.
The Luck of the Draw
Thanks to the fortunate bounces of ping pong balls, the Rangers
were able to take a major step for-

ward in their rebuild, landing the
coveted second-overall pick in the
2019 NHL Entry Draft.
This was the ideal landing spot
for Gorton, as either Kaapo Kakko
or Jack Hughes will fall into his lap.
The Blueshirts will add a franchisealtering talent with this pick, marking Broadway’s first true superstar
since the days of Marian Gaborik
and Jaromir Jagr.
Hughes and Kakko both play
very different styles, but they are
equally effective. Kakko is a big
Finnish sniper, who relies on his
size, strength and blistering shot.
Hughes is an American playmaker,
whose specialty is his quickness,
speed and vision. Both are quality
options and with the second pick in
the draft, the Rangers will receive
quite the consolation prize.
The Russian Five and the heir
to the King
This is not referring to the Detroit Red Wings of the late 1980s,
rather about New York’s five Russians. Vladislav Namestnikov, Pavel
Buchnevich and Alexandar Georgiev had all already made the voyage over to the NHL, and now Vitali
Kravtsov and Igor Shesterkin will
be joining the Rangers next season.
These two new young Russians are
potential game-changers.
Kravtsov, the ninth overall pick
from the 2018 draft, has seen his
stock rise dramatically after a solid
year in the KHL.
At only 19 years old, he is being
regarded as one of the league’s top
prospects, after recording one of
the best seasons for an under-20
player in the KHL. He should provide a boost to the Blueshirts’ inconsistent and sometimes anemic
offense.

Shesterkin will finally make his
long-awaited arrival next season.
He joins New York’s crowded goal
crease that is already occupied by
aging stud Henrik Lundqvist and
up-and-comer Alexandar Georgiev.
First thing’s first, Lundqvist is
not going anywhere anytime soon.
This leaves the Rangers with a bit
of a dilemma. Georgiev has shown
flashes of great potential, and he
put together a solid 2018-2019
campaign.
On the other hand, Shesterkin
comes over as the NHL’s top goalie
prospect and the man who was regarded as the expected heir to King
Henrik prior to the unexpected rise
of Georgiev.
Shesterkin had a ridiculously incredible season with SKA Saint Petersburg in the KHL, posting a 24-31 record with a 1.11 goals-againstaverage and a .953 save percentage.
He also has the best goals-againstaverage in KHL history for goaltenders with at least 50 starts. The addition of Shesterkin will only make
things more complicated.
The two Russian netminders
could battle it out to see who gets to
back up Lundqvist and eventually
take over the reins as the Blueshirts’
goaltender. The problem is that the
loser of this battle is likely going to
become expendable.
There’s no point in having Georgiev or Shesterkin sit in Hartford for
the next couple of years so a trade
seems necessary.
Either Georgiev or Shesterkin
will likely be dealt, yet as crazy as
it sounds, the Rangers would probably be better off saying goodbye to
Lundqvist and investing in the Russians.

Big-Name Hunting
The Rangers will definitely be
looking to bolster their roster via
trades and free agency. Columbus
sniper Artemi Panarin will be Gorton’s top target when he likely hits
unrestricted free agency on July 1.
In order to make the Panarin acquisition a reality, Gorton is probably going to have to pony up and
hand Panarin a blank check. The
proposition of playing in Florida,
where there is no state tax, and
having the chance to reunite with
former coach Joel Quenneville will
definitely be attractive to the Russian superstar. The Rangers are going to have to give Panarin an offer
he cannot refuse.
Luckily, there are plenty of other
high-end players that could become available, who will serve as
backup plans. Matt Duchene, Erik
Karlsson and Anders Lee could all
become unrestricted free agents,
and others such as Mitch Marner
and Brayden Point will be restricted
free agents. Offering either Marner
or Point — or both — an offer sheet
would be enticing and not surprising at all.
Karlsson has long been linked
to the Blueshirts. They have the
cap space and they need help on
the back-end. His injury history
could be the only concerning factor. Karlsson would not be opposed
to joining the Rangers and taking
a run at the Stanley Cup alongside
Lundqvist.
If things do not work out in free
agency, the Rangers could also address their blue line needs through
the trade market. The combination of a disappointing first round
exit and a salary-cap-crunch could
cause the Winnipeg Jets and Nash-

ville Predators to try and shake
things up. This could result in the
departures of Jacob Trouba and
P.K. Subban, respectively. The
Blueshirts would most likely take
a swing at acquiring either one of
these two stud defensemen.
The only problem is that Gorton
would have to offer up a significant
package that would likely include
forward Chris Kreider.
Contract Conundrums
Lastly, Gorton is going to have
to make some interesting decisions on his youngsters this summer. Buchnevich, Tony DeAngelo,
Neal Pionk and Brendan Lemieux
are all set to become restricted free
agents, and all four of them will
likely be returning to the Big Apple.
The question is what their next contracts will look like. All of these guys
have shown flashes of promise, but
they have also all disappeared at
times, or been a liability as in Pionk’s case.
Signing all of the aforementioned players to bridge deals
would be a colossal mistake that
would put the Rangers in salary
cap hell for years to come. On the
other hand, it would be too much of
a risk being locked into six years of
Pionk, especially if he continues to
play the way he did this past year.
It is all about minimizing risk and
maximizing rewards.
With the addition of young defensive star prospect Adam Fox,
there is no place for Pionk on New
York’s blue line, meaning the Rangers should trade him for whatever
they can get.
This offseason could be a defining one, where the Rangers could
put themselves in a prime position
for sustainable future success.
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April showers bring
May flowers: Mets hope
to learn from early woes
BY ETHAN BHERWANI

STAFF WRITER

The New York Mets were barely
able to escape a rough April. During the first week, manager Mickey
Callaway displayed poor judgement which resulted in a fatigued
bullpen.
As a result of burning through
his bullpen the previous two
games, on April 2, he had to use
setup man Justin Wilson instead of
Edwin Diaz late in the game.
Callaway had to overwork Wilson to relieve the struggling Jason
Vargas. Vargas is nowhere close to
the “average” pitcher.
So far in 2019, the average velocity of his fastball is the lowest of
any starter. While it may seem miraculous that he is exceptionally
well at keeping exit velocity under
90 mph consistently, 15 percent
of balls hit off of him come off the
barrel of the bat.
He also does not go deep into
his starts. In April, Vargas started
five games, and only was able to
compile 20.1 innings of work. For
reference, that puts Vargas in the
bottom 10 percent of qualified
starting pitchers.
The decision to bring up Pete
Alonso, however, has paid off.
First baseman Alonso, at 6
feet 3 inches and weighing 245
pounds, has shown no signs of
slowing down since starting last
season in the Double-A league.
Alonso’s swing has long been
praised by scouts, as he uses his
exceptionally strong quads to

generate power to help hit the ball
harder and stabilize a sweeping
path for the traveling bat through
the strike zone.
Through 143 plate appearances, Alonso is in the top 73rd percentile for exit velocity, 79th percentile in hard hit rate and 83rd
percentile in expected slugging
percentage.
Alonso’s ability to time his
swing has been outstanding.
Five of his 10 home runs have
been toward the batter’s eye. 31.6
percent of balls hit in play by Alonso are hit off the barrel.
If Alonso can uphold this
level of production, he will be a
strong frontrunner in the race for
National League Rookie of the
Year. The Mets are still dealing
with injuries. Left fielder Yoenis
Cespedes has yet to make his presence felt this season.
This is especially important because the Mets have an unprotected lineup when facing left-handed
pitchers.
Switch hitter Jed Lowrie is also
out due to injury.
When these two veterans find
their way back into the lineup, the
Mets can expect more consistent
numbers when facing left-handed
starters. This season, left-handers
have held the Mets in check all
season. But the Mets continue to
excel against right-handed pitching to offset this slump. Expect a
lineup that features switch hitter
Lowrie, Cespedes, Conforto, Alonso and McNeil to be near the top of
the league in on-base percentage.
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ADVICE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS
DEAR DOUBLE TAKE:
Ever since I was little, I always knew I was different. The boys at recess used to
make fun of me. Then I realized in my late teens while talking to other boys my
age that I simply wasn’t attracted to movie stars such as Jennifer Lopez and
Megan Fox. My favorite was Mel Gibson. Once I got to college, I realized I’m
gay. I’m not sure how to tell my Church’s youth group.

T

here is no good time and there is no right way. The best you can
do is remind yourself of some core values. Remember that if these
people are your friends, they will understand and accept you for
who you are. Remember that being gay is valid and authentic and anyone who does not agree is not the kind of person you want to be around.
Sometimes people need time to process when things change but that is
on them and not you. The best you can do is prepare yourself and know
that you are enough irregardless of how your church group reacts.

E. DAAR

C

oming out is never easy. While churches are usually not known
for being accepting environments for people in your situation,
the young people in your group might be more open than you’d
expect. It’s probably worth opening up to one friend you trust and moving from there. They can provide you with the support you need while
providing you with help from the perspective of someone who is already
familiar with the people in your youth group. While it’s likely that people
will accept the same you that they know and love, you should still prepare for this not being the case. It’s no secret that some are not accepting
of gay people though, chances are, these aren’t people you’d really want
to be friends with anyways. Start slow when opening up to others. Hope
for the best but be ready for the worst, never forgetting your self-worth.

J. TINEO

Submit a question to the Double Take team via Google Form on The Ticker's Facebook page, or email doubletake@
theticker.org.
Disclaimer: It is up to The Ticker's discretion whether or not to publish certain questions. Additionally, the use of this
column is strictly informational. The Ticker is not trying to replace any legal, medical or professional consultation,
and we do not claim to be doing so. If you are having serious concerns at school or in life, we recommend you reach
out to the Baruch Counseling Center at 646-312-2155.
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Career Spotlight
Save the Date

Internship Update

Job Search Boot Camp
Wednesday, May 8 | 11:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. |
NVC 2-190
6-week training group for SENIORS and RECENT
GRADS (1-3 years out) currently seeking
professional positions.

Barclays

Financial Literacy Workshop – Negotiating a 30%
Raise
Thursday, May 9 | 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM | NVC 2-190
Learn to negotiate your compensation package in a
professional setting.

SCDC Tip of the Week
Check out the SCDC Tip of the Week from the
Starr Career Development Center
“To maximize on your performance for interviews that
will be conducted via video conferences online, be sure
to a) dress in business attire, b) check your internet
connection, c) ensure your background is neutral and
free of distractions, d) deliver your answers directly to the
camera, and e) practice beforehand!"
– Adia Tucker, Assistant Director

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

Analyst, Securitized Products Origination
As an Analyst in the Securitized Products Origination
Group (SPO), you will gain an
in depth understanding of the
investment banking business
by working on transactions
that involve originating and executing asset backed financing,
warehouse financing and asset
restructuring/advisory transactions for clients across all sectors. Analysts participate as full
members of teams engaged
in projects raising capital for
companies through securitized
products. The members of this
team work closely with cover-

age banking and global markets
partners on transactions. The
specific responsibilities of the
role may include financial analysis/modeling, industry and
market-based research, managing of internal and external
processes related to a financing
or sale, and leading the preparation of offering memoranda,
proposals, and other written
materials.
Responsibilities: The intern
will be working with senior
bankers from Barclays to assist
with tasks, analysis of client issues and problems, manage

support staff wherever required,
among others.
R e q u i re m e n t s : Wo rk i n g
knowledge and prior experience
with financial modeling, building and using operating and
cash flow projections and credit
and financial analysis. Strong
written and oral communication skills. Prior experience as
an Investment Banking Analyst
is preferred. Experience in Capital Markets industry is preferred.

team to help coordinate internal
and external resources from initial conception to final delivery
of all TED-Ed Lessons.
Responsibilities: The production intern will assist the production team with monitoring
schedules for all project right
from development to publication, prepare TED-Ed Lessons
on YouTube and the TED-Ed
website, assist the editorial team
with research and fact checking
among others.

Requirements: Interest in
and understanding of design
and animation production, rigorous organizational skills and
attention to detail, strong writer and communicator, ability
to apply creative thinking and
problem solving among others.
This is a paid 20-30 hour per
week position based in their
Manhattan office from June
2019 through December 2019.

Starr Search ID: 124902

TED Conferences LLC
TED-Ed Production Intern
TED.com is a critically acclaimed, award-winning website featuring inspiring talks
from the world's leading thinkers and doers.
TED-Ed, TED's educational
initiative, works to amplify the
ideas and voices of teachers
and students around the world.
TED-Ed Videos have been
viewed over 1 billion times.
TED-Ed is looking for an enthusiastic, multi-talented Production Intern to work closely
with the TED-Ed production

Starr Search ID: 124916

